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LOOKING GOoOD.
GET EVERYTHING
PUT AWAY, GET
SOME MORE
FURNITURE AND
YOU'LL HAVE A
PROPER NURSERY.

THANKS, BUT
WE’LLL. HAVE TO DO
WITHOUT SOME
STUFFE UNTIL MY
NEXT COUPLE
PAYCHECKS.

i ¥ |

THAT/S THE WAY
IT IS WNITH NEW
COUPLES. IT TOOK
S YEARS BEFORE
I CcouLD GIVvE
MARCY A DECENT

ODINING SET.

MY

N

bffg_

]

ALEX! =MMA
JUST CALLED
ME FROM THE

] HOSPITAL.
—
—_—

I

—

LOOKS LIKE
IT'S TIME.




IT'S TIME?
NOW?! sHE'S

NOT DUE UNTIL
NEXT ANEEK/

THERE’'S NO
CALENDAR IN
THE ANOMBS.,
BABIES COME
WHEN THEY'RE
READY, NOT
WHEN THEY'RE

EXPECTED.

A

DON’'T PANIC.
YOU'RE READY
FOR THIS.
SUT, UH, WHY
DID sHE CcALL
YOUR MOM
AND NOT You?r

I THINK
I LEFT MY
PHONE NEXT
Door. I'M
SUCH AN
IOIOT.

YOURE
NERVOUS,
THAT'S ALL.

YOURSELFR
DON.

ODON’'T PUT
|
”jjiui,

IT'LL LEAVE A KEY TO THE
BASEMENT DOOR SO YOU CAN
GRAB IT ON YOUR WAY OUT.
AND WOUILD YOU BRING THIS

BOX OVER? IT SBELONGS IN MY

BEDROOM, BUT IT LOOKS LIKE

IT CAME OVER HERE INSTEAD.




I CAN'T BELIEVE I'M GOING
= TO BE A DAD IN JUST A FEW
HOURS., THERE’'S STILL SO
MUCH TO DO. B8UT..IT THINK
‘ I’'M READY FOR THIS.

i
THAT FEELING
NEARS OFF INHEN o
THE KIDS WON'T T— _—
STOP WAKING You | e
UP AT = IN THE =y
MORNING. HA! JUusST
KIDDING. You'LLl
NEVER BE HAPPIER.
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W
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I KNOW. LET'S
GET MY PHONE
AND GO SBEFORE
SHE WONDERS
WHERE I AM.

—

ALEX! WATCH WHERE '

YOUWRE GOING/!




DON'T HURT
YOURSELF
NOW!/




ODON'T PANIC. THE REMOTE ISN'T
GOING ANYWHERE. WE’LLL WAIT
FOR THIS TO FINISH AND THEN
REVERSE IT. YOU/'LL GET TO THE
HOSPITAL IN TIME. I PROMISE.

AND WHAT
GCOES WRONG
NEXT, KYLE?

NOTHING. WE ONLY
HAVE TO WAIT A COUPLE
MINUTES, THAT’'S ALL.
SUT..UH...YOu DIDN'T
TAKE THAT FROM THE
STATION LIKE THE
OTHER GUYS, DID you?




WHAT ABOUT THIS
ONE? = BEDS,
S BATHS. OOH,

IT HAS A GARAGE.

SBUT THE MASTER BEDROOM
Is ON THE OTHER SIDE OF

CLOSER WHEN THE CRYING
STARTS IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE NIGHT. ON THE OTHER
HAND, THAT'S A BIG YARD
FOR THE KIDS TO PLAY IN
ANHEN THEY'RE OLDER.

'Ll SAVE IT AS
A MAYBE THEN.

YOU BETTER PUT

ONE IN THE YES
COLUMN BECAUSE
YOou DON'T HAVE A
LOT OF TIME LEFT.

YES, NE DO. MY
BROTHER SAYS
THE SALE MOVES
FAST. WE COULD
HAVE THE KEYS IN
A NEEK AETER THE
SELLER ACCERPTS
OUR OFFER.




GO AWAY
TJACKSON. YOUWReE
NOT GETTING MY
ROOM ANY FASTER

IFE You KEEP
BOTHERING ME.

I AM OFFEENDED
You WouLD
THINK I’'M

THINKING ASOUT
MYSELF IWHEN
I’'M WORRIED

THIS HOUSE IS

TOO SMALL FOR
MORE KIDS.

V4

I DON'T KNOW. THIS ROOM IS
BIGE ENOUGH. I THINK WE CcouLD
MAKE IT WORK IF WE HAD TO.

MOM AND DAD WOULD
LOVE TO HAVE THE
GRANDKIDS AROUND
UNTIL YOU GRADUATE
AND START YOUR
CAREER. I COULD uUusSE
MY SAVINGS TO
EXPAND THIS PLACE.
PUT IN ANOTHER
BATHROOM OVER
THERE. WE COuULD
SPLIT THIS ROOM
INTO = IF WNE WANTED.

IT WNOULD GIVE
THEM A NICE
SUMP IN THE
RESALE VALUE
WNHEN THEY'/RE

READY TO
DOWNSIZE.

OH MY GOD, You
WOLULDN'T! Yyou wWouLD
REALLY DO THAT TO ME

AETER MOM AND DAD

PROMISED MET/




RIGHT. NOT
THINKING
ABOUT
YOURSELF.

WNE MIGHT HAVE
A PROBLEM. THE
BATTERY DIED.

=
RELAX. IT
TAKES THE
SAME BATTERY
AS YOUR KEY
FOB. YourR
KEYS ARE
DONNSTAIRS,
RIGHT?

‘ \

NO! T DON'T HAVE = DAYS |
TO WAIT FOR THIS TO
CORRECT ITSELF!




UH..NO. THEY'RE
WITH MY PHONE.
AT MOM AND
DAD'S HOUSE.

I DON'T SUPPOSE
YOuU LEFT YOURS

YEAH, RIGHT
SOMEWHERE IN HERE. HERE IN MY

POCKET. I
ODON’'T THINK
THE BATTERY

WILL FIT.

IT'S YOUR CALL

WHETHER WE TAKE IT

WNITH US, SBUT I THINK

WE CAN MAKE A ROUND

TRIFP FASTER WITHOUT

IT THAN A 1=-WWAY TRIPFP
WITH IT.




WE'D PROBABLY BREAK
IT TRYING TO GET IT
DOWNWN THE STAIRS.

DON'T BREAK YOURSELFR
TRYING TO GET THIS

DONE FASTER. MY FIRST
ONE TOOK ALMOST =24
HOURS TO ARRIVE. YOU
HAVE A LOT OF TIME.
AND LIKE YOU SAID, IT'S
A NEEK EARLY. THIS
COULD BE A FALSE ALARM.

I WANT TO BE THERE FOR
HER, THOUGH. I sHoOoULD
BE THERE. WE KNEW GOING
INTO ALL THIS I WOULD
MISS A LOT OF EVENTS
WITH MY WORK SCHEDULE.
THIS ACTUALLY CAME AT
THE PERFECT TIME. IF
EMMA WNENT INTO LABOR
WHEN SHE WAS DUE,
I’'D HAVE TO MISS IT.




I THOUGHT ASBOUT
ASKING TRICIA TO
TRANSEFER YOU TO THE
OTHER SHIFT FOR THE
WEEK, BUT THERE’'S NO
GUARANTEE ON THE DuUus
DATE. IF EMMA WAS
LATE, IT WOULD BE MY
FALLT YOU MISSED THE
BIRTH AFTER ALL. PLUS
IT WNOULD LOOK LIKE
FAVORITISM I~ T
PULLED STRINGS FOR
MY BROTHER-IN-LAW.

YOU KNOW
SOMETHING? IT'S
BEEN 7 MONTHS
SINCE I MARRIED
EMMA, AND T CAN’'T
GET USED TO
THINKING OF You
AS A BROTHER.

THAT'S
PROBABLY
MY FAULT.

NO, IT/'S NOTHING LIKE
THAT. I'M SO USED TO
JACKSON AND ALLIE
AND AIDEN. IT'S STILL
FUNNY TO ME TO THINK
I MAGICALLY HAVE A
NEW BROTHER. IT'S
EVEN FUNNIER YOuU
BEING OLDER BECAUSE
I’'M ALSO USED TO
BEING THE OLDEST.

IT'S NEWN TO ME, TOO,
SINCE MY IWIFE WAS
AN ONLY CHILD.




WE’LL HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING ABOUT THAT.
ONCE YOWRE SETTLED
WITH YOUR FAMILY.
WE’LL HAVE A GET-
TOGETHER WITH MINE.
THE KIDS ARE EXCITED
AT THE IDEA OF HAVING
COUSINS TO PLAY WITH.

THAT’S FUNNY BECAUSE MY
BROTHER AIDEN IS STILL

TRYING TO WRARP HIS HEAD
AROUND BEING AN UNCLE.

LIKE UNCLE
DANNY?
SUT I'M NOT
A GROWN UP.

YOU DON'T HAVE
TO BE. YOWRE
ALEX’'S BROTHER,
| THAT/S ENOUGH.

OO I HAVE TO
GIVE THEM
LOTS OF
PRESENTS LIKE
UNCLE DANNY?




MAYBE WHEN YOUW'RE
OLDER. RIGHT NOW,
JUST PLAY IWITH
THEM OR WATCH
SOME MOVIES WITH
THEM LIKE YOU'RE

T TOLD You
| TO sTOP
Lo | BOTHERING

EMMA,

IT'S NO BOTHER.
YOou sSHOULD sSEE
HOW MY BROTHER'S
KIDS ARE WHEN
I GO TO VISIT.
THEY DON'T WANT
TO LET ME GO.

NEEDS TO
LEARN LIMITS.
HE GETS SO
EXCITED
SOMETIMES,
HE/LL HURT
OURS WITHOUT
MEANING TO.

—

HOW IWERE
YOUR CLASSESTY

BORING AS ALWAYS.
HOW IWAS WORKT?

THE USUAL. THERE WERE
ABOUT A DOZEN
ACCIDENTS, SOME
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES,
CAT STUCK IN A TREE.




I CHECKED OUT THAT HOUSE
YESTERDAY, THE ONE CLOSE
] TO YOUR SCHOOL.
| UNFORTUNATELY THE LISTING
. FORGOT TO MENTION THE
CRACKED FOUNDATION.

OH, THAT’'S TOO BAD. THE
PRICE WAS RIGHT ON THAT

CAN FIX LATER WHEN WE
HAVE MORE MONEY?

I TRIED TO CONVINCE
MYSELFE OF THAT, BUT REALLY
NE'RE BETTER OFF GOING
WITH THAT OVERPRICED
PINK HOUSE YOU LAUGHED AT.

IT WNAS
OVERPRICED
SBECAUSE THERE
WAS NO YARD.

THE ONLY
REASON.

I HAVE A HALF
DAY TOMORROW,
AND I FOUND A

COUPLE MORE

POSSISILITIES.

MAYBE WE COouLD

CHECK THEM OUT

TOGETHER.

NO MAYBE ABOUT
IT. LET'S DO IT!
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MOM SATID sSHE
LEFT THE KEY
uP THERE.




I’'M GOING
TO DROP IT.
STAND CLEAR.







IT'S GOING TO GET CcoLD
I THINK WE SHOULD GO OuUT IN HERE. HECK, WE'RE
THE BACK DOOR. IT WON'T COING TO FREEZE WHEN
DRAW AS MUCH ATTENTION WE GET OUT THERE.
WHEN WE LEAVE IT OPEN.

NO WE/RE NOT.
GET MOVING,
GET THE SLOOD
PUMPING, WELL
BE FINE. IT'S
NOT LIKE IT
HASN'T COME UP
IN TRAINING.

OID our

TRAINING EVER
COVER HOW WE
GET UP THERE TO
OPEN THE DOORT

IT WON’'T BE EASY,
BUT I HAVE AN IDEA.




I LIKED THAT THIRD
HOUSE. NICE YARD.
BIG KITCHEN.
AND THE BEDROOMS
WERE ALL TOGETHER

LIKE YOU WANT.

I LIKED THAT ONE,
TOO. THAT FIRST
ONE WOULD ALSO BE
A GOOD CHOICE.
ONE STORY SO WE
DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT
ANYONE TUMBLING
DOWN STAIRS. i

KIDS HAVE
SEEN LIVING
IN TWNO STORY
HOUSES FOR
YEARS AND
MOST DON'T
HAVE
PROSBLEMS.

I KNOW.

I JUST DON'T
WANT TO BE
THE EXCEPTION.

I ‘

EXCEPTION
TO WHAT?




THINKING ABOUT SAFETY.
I DON'T WANT MY SON OR
DAUGHTER TO GET HURT

WHEREVER WE END UP.

ALEX ISN'T EVEN A

DAD YET AND HE'S

ALREADY BECOME
AN OLD MAN/

/

I CAN'T WAIT UNTIL You
GET THE SAME GRIEF YOU
USED TO GIVE ME. SUT
SERIOUSLY, EIGHT THAT
URGE TO PROTECT THEM ALL
THE TIME. LET THEM GET
HURT. I'M NOT TALKING
ABOUT ANYTHING LIFE-

KNEE. A BRUISED BEHIND.
IT'S THE ONLY WAY THEY/LLL
LEARN TO AVOID DANGER.

OTHERWNISE, HOW'S
THE HOUSE
HUNTING GOINGT

I THINK WE'RE GOING
TO PUT OFFERS IN
ON ALL THREE.

I HOPE INE
DON’'T HAVE
TO TAKE THAT
SECOND ONE.
THE THIRD
SEDROOM HAD
AN ODD LAYOUT.




YOU DON'T NEED PERFECT,
YOU NEED SOMETHING YOou

YOUR EQUITY FOR A YEAR
OR TWO. TRADE UFP WHEN

ROOM. IF YOU REMEMBER,

CAN LIVE WITH. GRAB
WHAT YOU CAN. BUILD
YOU NEED THE EXTRA

THAT'S WHAT IWE DID
WHEN ATIDEN WAS BORN.

JUST LIKE
WHEN THEY
PULLED THAT
HORSE TO THE
| WALLS OF TROY!

I REMEMBER.
I REMEMBER
I DIODN'T LIKE IT.
LEAVING MY oOoLD
FRIENDS SEHIND.
BEING THE NEW
KID AT A STRANGE
SCHOOL., BUT I GET
IT NOW. TIT'D
RATHER NOT HAVE
TO DEAL WITH
THAT THOUGH.

EXCEPT THEY
HAD MORE
MEN TO DO IT.



T KNOW, BUT T NE=O TO

DON'T BE LIKE THAT. COMPLATIN., AETER
THEY ALSO HAD A ROCKY EVERYTHING IT TOOK TO
ROAD AND WE HAVE GET HERE AND T STILL

WELCOME TO HOME
ONNERSHIP, ALEX, ONE
DAY IT'S A CLOGGED
DRAIN, ANOTHER IT'S THE
FURNACE THAT STOPS
WORKING, AND ANOTHER
YOU'RE @ INCHES TALL
TRYING TO PUSH A GIANT
BABY STROLLER., IT'S
ALWAYS SOMETHING. AND
IT WNON'T BE LONG BEFORE
YOU APPRECIATE THOSE
= AND S DAY SHIFETS
BECAUSE THAT'S THE
CLOSEST YOUWLL GET TO
A BREAK THESE DAYS.

AND NOW IT'S
TIME TO TURN
THIS THING

I’'M ON IT.
AND AFETER
THIS, T/'LL SE
READY FOR
THE
DEPARTMENT'S
STRONGMAN
COMPETITION.,




THAT'S IT.
KEEP GOING.

WE'RE ALMOST
THERE.

I THINK
THAT'S CLOSE
ENOUGH.

EMMA DOESN'T GET
I CAN TAKE THIS ONE IF A BREAK, SO T

YOU WANT TO TAKE A REST. WON'T TAKE ONE.




:f:' ODON’'T CELEBRATE YET. WE
STILL HAVE TO GET INTO

YOUR PARENTS’ HOUSE.
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ANHAT ARE
You DOING?

FINDING
SOMETHING
TO PUT IN
THE DOOR.

NE |

WE DON’'T WANT
TO GET SHUT
OUT WNHILE

NE'RE GONE.

SUT MY TV
REMOTE?
I JusT

You DON'T HAVE
ANYTHING ELSE
UNPACKED. IF IT
BREAKS, T’'LL BUY
YOuU A NEW ONE.

Y T'M GIVING You
A HARD TIME,
THAT'S ALL.




NOW YOU ARE
STARTING TO
THINK OF ME
LIKE YOuUR
BROTHER
INSTEAD OF
YOUR BOSS.

THAT SHOULD ACT
AS A DOORSTORP
I~ THE WIND
TRIES TO CLOSE
THE DOOR.

NAW. MY YOUNGER
BROTHERS ARE A
LOT MORE ANNOYING.

IT'S A NICE LITTLE
DECK. GET A GRILL AND
A FEW CHAIRS AND YoOou’Lu
8SBE READY TO ENTERTAIN
THIS SUMMER.




T THINK A

| LANNMOWER
Is THE FIRST |
THING I NEED
TO INVEST IN.

ANOTHER JOY OF
HOME OWNERSHIP.
| You’'LL BE
SURPRISE WHEN
YOU REALIZE YOU
ACTUALLY LOOK
FORWARD TO THE
LAWN CARE.

eanpeadant L M dss” B SLARL Ak

i
()

I THOUGHT
THAT'S
WHY NE

HAD KIDS.

d




HOW NWERE CLASSESTY
M ANY PROBLEMS YET?

I'M NOT AS FAST AS
I USED TO BE, SUT T
STILL MAKE IT ON
TIME. WHY DO You
LOOK SO DOWNT
SOMETHING HAPPEN
AT THE STATIONT

1
o
|

THE BANK
WON’'T GIVE
Uus THE LOAN.

BUT YOWRE MAKING ’ T .
ENOUGH TO COVER THE Tl ME TOO, BLIT THEY HAD
iR s o e i i o P e V] A DRoBLEM INTTH YOou
T THOUGHT FOR SURE T s r STILL IN SCHOOL.

WOULD GO THROUGH. i g =y THEY THINK YOWRE

' ; | GOING TO RACK UP

A MILLION DOLLARS

IN STUDENT LOANS.

BUT I ONLY HAVE
S SEMESTERS
LEFT. AND THE
NEXT ONE IS
ALREADY FINANCED.




I TRIED TO EXPLAIN THAT,

) BUT THEY DIDN'T CARE.
UNTIL YOU GRADUATE, THEY'RE
TREATING YOU LIKE You’LL

ALWAYS BE IN SCHOOL.
I~ I WANT A GOOD INTEREST
RATE, T HAVE TO PUT 20%
DOWN. I DON'T HAVE THAT.

| B

WITH WHAT I HAVE, T CAN
ONLY GET A LOAN IWITH A
REALLY HIGH INTEREST RATE.
THE MONTHLY PAYMENT IS
ALMOST MY WHOLE PAYCHECK.

You’'lll. HAVE TO FIND ANOTHER

BANK, THAT'S ALL. AND YOU
HAVE A LITTLE MORE TIME

BECAUSE..AH..OUR OFFERS WERE
REJSECTED. THE SELLERS WENT

WITH PEOPLE WHO ALREADY
HAD THEIR FINANCING.

WE DON'T HAVE
A LOT OF TIME
LEFT. YOWRE
OUE IN S5 MONTHS.

YOUR PARENTS
WON'T KICK US
OUT, RIGHT?
SUT MAYBE
IT WNON'T COME




I DON'T WANT TO SCARE
YOU, BUT WE HAVE TO
GET TO THE FENCE NOW.

: .
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WNE SHOULD
SPLIT uP. He
CAN'T EOLLOW

BOTH OF US.

BUT IF ONE OF
US GETS EATEN,
THE BATTERY
WON'T MATTER.

-

WE’LL. HAVE TO 1|
MAKE SURE THAT [
DOESN'T HAPPEN.

IT GOES RIGHT TO |
THE GROUND. W=
CAN'T GO UNDER!

L
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I DON'T
| BELTEVE THIS/

! .
: .
VR
o J - :
v
«







"V‘n \l
2N |

l

’
w AL qwm LAY g r'" LAk AL V Y gng00a 1

g m ij 119 mml |

v

ARE YOU ALL RIGHT,
KYLE? IT DION'T SBITE
OFFE YOUR LEG OR YOUR

SHOE OR ANYTHING?

NO, IT'M GO0OD. S8UT
WE HAVE TO GET ‘

AROUND THE FENCE |
BEFORE THAT CAT
LOSES INTEREST

IN THE BIRD AND
cCoOMES AETER UsS. 1




WE'RE LOOKING
AT A COUPLE MORE
HOUSES, BUT
I STILL HAVE TO
FIGURE OUT THE

EFINANCING.

GO TO A
BANK YET?
THEY'RE
GOOD ASBSOUT
WALKING You
THROUGH IT. 4

MINE DOESN'T
WANT TO TALK
TO ME UNLESS
I’'M PUTTING
20% DOWN.

WHAT ASBOUT
THE ONE THE
UNION
ALWAYS
PUSHEST
THEY HAVE
PROGRAMS
SPECIFICALLY
FOR FIRST
RESPONDERS.




I THOUGHT ASBOUT IT,
SBUT.WILL THEY GIVE
ME A MORTGAGET
I DON'T HAVE AN
ACCOUNT WITH THEM
AND I'M PROBABLY
ONLY MAKING A
S»% DOWNN PAYMENT.

THEY'RE
SUPPOSED
TO HAVE A

PROGRAM FOR

O DOWN.

AND YOU OPEN AN
ACCOUNT WHEN YOU
APPLY FOR THE
MORTGAGE. THAT’'S
WHAT I OID.

LET'S SEE HOW
EASY THIS IS.
YOURE UP, SMITH.




DOESN'T LOOK LIKE
WE’'VE BEEN FOLLOWED.

] HOW DO WWE REACH
THE KNOS?

T HAVE AN TOEA, SUT |
T NEED YOUR HELP.




IT’'LL TAKE
THIS ONE.




GO GET IT.

I CAN HANG

HERE UNTIUL
YOou GET BACK.

You DON'T
HAVE TO!




I DIDN'T MEAN TO PUT
YOU ON THE SPOT EARLIER
ABOUT THE GRILL. I WAS I KNOW. IT DIDN'T

JUST MAKING TALK, BOTHER ME.

I KNOW. I THINK WE CAN
LIVE WITHOUT FANCY
FURNITURE AND STUFRFF, EMMA
WILL START HER CAREER
IN LESS THAN I YEARS.

STILL.ANE WERE
SCRAPING BY AT THE
SBEGCINNING OF OuUR
MARRIAGE. YOU
LEARN TO MAKE A
LOT OF SACRIFICES
AND PUT OFF BUYING
WHAT YOU DON'T NEeED.

SO SHE’S NOT TAKING
ANY TIME OFF BEFORE
GOING BACK TO CLASSTY

SHE SAYS HER
CLASSES DON'T
TAKE UFP THAT MUCH
TIME, SHE TRIED
TO ARRANGE THEM
SO SHE CAN SPEND
AS MUCH TIME AT
HOME AS POSSISLE.




SHELL BE BUSY WITH PAPERS
AND EXAMS LATER IN THE
SEMESTER, BUT AT LEAST SHE
CAN WORRY ABOUT THAT AT
HOME. AND I'M NOT GOING
ANYANHERE ON MY DAYS OFF,
SO T'LL BE AROUND IF sSHE
NEEDS TO GO TO THE LIBRARY.

YOou HAVE THAT
AT THIS STAGE
OF YOUR CAREER.
THE PROMOTION
TO SERGEANT

COMES IWITH

=</7 ON=-CALL.

IT'S ALLOWED FOR THE
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. I GET
CALLED ALL THE TIME, SBUT IT'S
RARE I ACTUALLY GO IN. STILL,

THE BUMP IN PAY IS NICE. I GET

TO TAKE THE KIDS ON A REAL

VACATION INSTEAD OF FINDING
SOMETHING TO DO AROUND HERE.

REALLY? I THOUGHT
THE UNION DIDN'T
ALLOW THAT.

& T DON'T THINK

I'M IN LINE FOR
A PROMOTION

_\ANY TIME SOON.

"'SOON" IS
RELATIVE. PEOPLE
MOVE UrP. THEY
TRANSFER., QUIT.
SOME AREN'T CUT
OUT FOR IT. IN
S YEARS, 10 AT THE
MOST, YOUR TIME
WILL COME.




D) L Mot THEE® T A IS THAT SECAUSE I'M
SV Y ONE, BT END R w oL, THE ONLY ONE WHO TAKES
T BELTIEVE IT MORE THAN THE JOB SERTOUSLY?
OTHERS. YOU WOULD MAKE \
A GREAT SERGEANT. YOU
KEEP LEARNING, YOU KEEP
PROGRESSING, AND YOU'LL BE

READY WHEN IT'S YOUR TIME) é nga-;Hg;GIGSEQELT:;L:Y

MAX AND DARREN FOOL
AROUND BECAUSE THAT'S
HOW THEY UNWIND FROM
THE STRESS. TAKE THE
JOB TOO SERIOUSLY AND
IT BREAKS YOU WHENEVER
WE COME ON A HORRIFIC
ACCIDENT OR WE FIND A
K SODY IN A HOUSE FIRE. /

I USED TO BE LIKE
THAT, BUT I THINK
I GREW OUT OF IT.

DON'T LET THAT HAPPEN.
LET YOURSELF HAVE FUN.

I KNOW I SEEM LIKE A HARD
ASS AT WORK, BUT THAT'S
ONLY BECAUSE I HAVE TO

REIGN THE REST OF YOU IN.

IN CASE YOU DIDN'T NOTICE,

ALL I DO Is YELL AT YOU GUYTYS.

AND ALL THIS TIME, I
THOUGHT THE UNION WAS
THE ONLY REASON DARREN
AND MAX WEREN’'T FIRED.

THEY'RE GOOD
EFIREMEN, THAT'S
WHY. THEY/RE
ALSO FEAMILY.
THEY/LL SE
THERE WHEN YOuU
NEED THEM.

I KNOW. THEY
TRIED TO HELP
ME WITH THE
MORTGAGE
EVEN THOUGH
IT ODION'T
WORIK OUT.




I DON'T
ssLIsVvE IT/

BANK IN TOWN
“:ﬁ‘;’;‘? AND A FEW
ONLINE, AND NO
ONE WILL GIVE
ME A MORTGAGE!
NOT EVEN THE
BANK THE GUYS
EFROM WORK
sSuUGGEsSTED!

I CAN GET WHAT I WANT I~
I MAKE A 20-25% DOWN
PAYMENT, SBUT I DON'T HAVE
THAT MUCH! SOME OF THE
BANKS WILL LOAN WITH
WHAT I HAVE, SBUT THE
HIGHER INTEREST RATES
MAKE THE PAYMENTS
UNAFEORDABLE., IF I TRY
TO GET A LOAN ON A
CHEAPER HOUSE, THEY DON’'T
WANT TO TOUCH IT BECAUSE
THEY CAN'T MAKE ENOUGH
MONEY TO BE WORTH IT.




YOU WERE LUCKY. THEY
GAVE OUT MORTGAGES LIKE
CANDY WHEN YOU AND DAD
SOUGHT YOUR FIRST HOUSE.

THEY DID NOT. YOUR FATHER
AND T HAD TO JuMP
THROUGH ALL THE SAME
HOOPS AS YOU. THE
DIFEFERENCE WAS IWE SAVED
UP FOR A FEW YEARS BEFORE
WNE BOUGHT. YOU JUMPED
RIGHT INTO ALL THIS
SEFORE YOU WERE READY.
HOW MUCH DO YOou NEED TO
MAKE UP THE DOWN PAYMENT.

4——%80141‘ $30,000.

EVEN IF WE
COoOuULD STAY
HERE, ITT WOULD
TAKE A COUPLE
YEARS TO SAVE
IT urP.

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO TELL
You. IF WNE HAD
THE MONEY,
WE'D
CERTAINLY
LOAN IT TO YOu.




[ IT'M NOT ASKING YOu
TO, MOM. T'LL FIGURE
‘ SOMETHING OUT.

SOMEONE LEFT
THE Door orPeEN!
IT'sS THE FIRST

BREAK WE’'VE HAD. |

SO WHERE DID
YOU LEAVE IT?

THE
KITCHEN,
I THINK.

BE CAREFUL.







ARE YOU SURET
MAYBE IT’'S ON
THE LOANER PART

WHERE YOU

CAN'T SEE IT.

THERE’'S NOTHING
ur HeEReE!

ARE YOU SURE THAT'S
WHERE YOU LEFT IT?

[ T NAS MOVING SOME\
BOXES FOR MOM.
T ALMOST CRASHED
INTO THE STOOLS.
T NAS AFERATID T'O
BREAK MY PHONE, SO
T TOOK IT OUT AND
SET IT HERE. ALONG

WITH MY KEYS.

MAYBE YOuUR
MOM MOVED

T,

IT CcouLD

BE SOMEWHERE
ELSE IN HERE.

NO, SHE WOULDN'T
HAVE BEEN
SURPRISED WHEN
EMMA CALLED HER.
MAYSBE IT WAS DAD,
SBUT.WAIT, THERE
IT Is! ON THE
COFEFEEE TABLE/




I DON’'T BELIEVE
IT. I MIGHT
ACTUALLY MAKE
IT IN TIME FOR
THE BIRTH.

ODON'T GET
AHEAD OF
YOURSELF,
THAT CAT IS
PROBABLY
STILL OUT
THERE.




~BO REDDINGTON ™™




WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE WEIGHTS?!/

[ |

I SOLD THEM,
JSACKSON. I NEeED
THE MONEY AND
THERE’'S A LOT
OF DEMAND FOR
USED WEIGHTS.

I NAS STILL
USING THEM.
AND I THOUGHT
YOou WouLD
LEAVE THEM
FOR ME WHEN
You MoveE ouT!

YOU THOUGHT
WRONG. Your'Ll
JUST HAVE TO

ROOM AT SCHOOL

LIKE I'M USING

THE GYM AT THE
FIREHOUSE.

YOURE NOT
MOVING OuUT,
ARE You?!
YOou WERE
SERIOUS
ABOUT
CONVERTING
THIS RoOM!




DAVID, THERE
HAS TO BE
SOMETHING
WE CAN DO

| TO HELP ALEX.

YOU WANT TO GIVE
HIM THE MONEY?

SUT THE TAX ’
BILLS ARE COMING |
TN A FEEN MONTHS

AND WE DON’'T

KNOW HOW BAD
TT'S GOING TO BE.

I KNOW, BUT IT’'VE BEEN

THINKING A LOT ABOUT

THIS. I WANT TO SHOW
YOU SOMETHING.

IS THAT THE ONE HE'S
LOOKING AT NOW?T

NO, T
THOUGHT IT
WOoULD BE
PERFECT...
FOR US.




AND JACKSON LEAVES FOR r
COLLEGE IN LESS THAN
= YEARS. ALLISON, Z YEARS
AFETER THAT. THIS IS AS GOOD
A TIME AS ANY TO DONNSIZE.

You WANT “ WE DON’'T NEED ALL THIS ’ ‘
TO MOVE? SPACE ONCE ALEX MOVES OUT. A sl

THE BEST THING ASOUT THIS
HOUSE IS THE ONE NEXT DOOR
IS ALSO FOR SALE. IF WE CAN U S A e e B B 2
GET THEM BOTH, WE/LL STILL THE SAME SCHOOL
HAVE OUR SON CLOSE SY. OISTRICT, SO OURS DON'T
HE DOESN'T HAVE TO TRAVEL HAVE TO CHANGE SCHOOLS

TO DROP THE KIDS OFFE. AND B8 ) RS R IO ST
IT'S BASY RO US TO. DROP TO LEAVE THEIR FRIENDS

TN ANHENEVER INE WWANT. BEHIND AND MAKE NEW ONES.

( you REALLY WANT
TO DO THIST

ONLY IF YOUWRE
ON BOARD. AND
WE HAVE TO
CHECK IT OUT
FIRST. I WON’'T
FALL IN LOVE
WITH IT IF
THERE’'S A
MAJTOR PROBLEM.




FOR WHAT? THE
CAT?Z YOU WANT TO
STAB THE CAT?Z WHAT
IS WRONG WITH You?!

I DON'T IWANT
TO! 8BUT I~
IT'S STILL
OUT THERE,
IT'S EITHER
HIM or us/

AND WE CAN FIND RIGHT. T/LL
A WAY THAT ISN'T JUST GRAB
SO CRUEL. MOM AND
DAD’'S CATNIP.

DO YOu THINK
IT'S WORTH
EINDING A KNIFE,
oOR DO YOU THINK
IT MIGHT BE TOO
HEAVY TO HANDLE?




I HATE STEALING THE 'Ll ORDER PIZZA FOR EVERYONE l

LEFTOVERS. I'M PRETTY SO SHE DOESN’'T HAVE TO COOK.

SURE MOM WAS COUNTING BUT I'M PRETTY SURE THE CAT

ON THIS FOR DINNER. WOULD RATHER FEAST ON THAT
THAN SOMETHING IT HAS TO

WORK FOR. AND IF NOT, THEN I

CAN BONK IT WITH THIS SPOON.

HOPEFULLY IT WON'T COME TO
THAT. SINCE YOU'VE BEEN YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT IWILL
THROUGH TWNO BIRTHS, WHAT PLEASE THE WIFE?” IF MY
WILL EMMA EXPECT OF ME SISTER IS ANYTHING LIKE
WHEN I FINALLY GET TO THE MARCY, SHE'LL APPRECIATE
HOSPITAL? I WANT TO STAY YOUR ATTENTION, BUT SHELL
RELEASED, SUT T HAVE TO A CLEAN HOUSE MORE. ALL SHE
EINISH UNPACKING UPSTAIRS [ | WNANTS IS A FEW DAYS OF REST

SO DON'T STAY
A THE WHOLE TIME.




AR

THANK YOU. I WOULDN'T
H HAVE THOUGHT OF THAT.

ONE MORE THING, NEXT
TIME YOU GO TO THE
HOSPITAL, BRING A

BAGC WITH HER MAKEUPRP

AND SOME OF THE
CLOTHES SHE HASN'T
BEEN ABLE TO WEAR
FOR A WHILE. IT/’LL

LIFT HER SPIRITS
LOOKING LIKE HER

oLD SELF AGAIN.

LOOKS LIKE HE’'S UNDER
THE TREE. MAYBE WE CAN
SNEAK AROUND THE OTHER

SIDE OF THE HOUSE.




I KNOW YOU HAVE OTHER THINGS
TO SPEND YOUR MONEY ON, BUT
WHEN DO YOUu PLAN TO REPLACE

THE JEEP WITH SOMETHING SAFERT

I’'M HOPING IN A YEAR. WE DON'T | S I GIVE YOU A WEEK
PLAN ON GOING ANYWHERE. AND ‘ BEFORE YOU REALIZE
MOM AND DAD SAID I COULD STAYING HOME WITH THE
BORROW THEIR CAR IF WE HAVE TO. KIDS ISN'T AN OFPTION.

CAN'T You ' ! ‘rjﬂup
LET ME HOPET? ; ] : 1 1] i

h ’ i
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MORE COUNTER SPACE
THAN INE HAVE NOW.
AND THE DINING
ROOM IS BACK HERE.

I THINK YOU'RE
GOING TO LOVE THE
MASTER BEDROOM.




, WE HAVE OuUR

—_ ONN BALCONY! —

/

SUT YOou
SHOULD sEE
THE KIDS’
ROOMS.

]|

IT'S SMALLER THAN
I THOUGHT. THE
BOYS WON’'T BE
HAPPY, BUT THEY/LLLL
MAKE DUE. MAYSBE IT

NILL ENCOURAGE
THEM TO SPEND LESS
TIME IN HERE.

" ( OTHERWNISE,
WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

YOuU SAID You
WANTED TO
DOWNSIZE.
AND I'M NOT

UNHAPPY

WITH IT.

11




HURRY. HE WON'T BE
ON THAT FOREVER.
AND THEN HE'LL COME
LOOKING FOR US.

UrP AGAINST
THE WALL, NOW!/




MAYBE WE CAN FIND
A WORM TO FEED IT!




I DON'T UNDERSTAND
WHY IT'S SO
INTERESTED IN US.
WNE'RE TOO MUCH
TROUSBLE AT THIS POINT/

MAYBE THIS TIME WE CAN
MAKE IT INSIDE. STAY
CLOSE TO THE WALL.
MAYBE IT WON'T NOTICE USs.




MAYBE I sSHOULD GET
A DOG TO KEEP THE o
CATS OUT OF MY YARD.

YEAH, ITF ONLY A DOG
WOLILD STAY IN THE YARD
WHEN YOU LET IT OUT.

) "e g#yogn’m )r flv‘t;ow,.

v 2 *'—1
BACK AGAINST THE WALL

AND STAY PERFECTLY
Ym«m‘f YAOMAA AP wmmmn»mg mm STILL. MAYBE HE WNON'T

T M TR i S SEeans

TR AT R

HE’'S INTERESTED
ALL RIGHT!




ALEX, NHAT ARE
YOoUu DOINGT You
CAN'T OUTRUN ITT/

\Sﬂ_‘! papene L L

I e
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WHAT DO You
TANO THINK?

IT LOOKS :
PERFECT. —
T CAN SEE US |
LIVING HERE. |

IF YOU WANT, LET'S

PUT IN AN OFFEER.
WE PUT ONE IN ON
THE HOUSE NEXT
Door, AND WE
LISTED OouRs.
WHEN IT'S ALL
SAID AND DONE,
WE'LL LOAN YOU
THE DOWN PAYMENT
SO YOU CAN CLOSE
ON THIS ONE. 4

YOouU DON'T NEED TO
SELL THE HOUSE.
CAN'T YOU JUST GET
AN EQUITY LOAN
OR SOMETHING?

I WON'T GET
INTO IT, BUT NO.
DON'T WORRY
ABOUT US.
WELL. SAVE A
LOT OF MONEY
DOWNWNSIZING.

LLLLREE




/MAKE NO MISTAKE,\‘
NE'RE NOT GIVING
YOuU THE MONEY.
THIS IS A LOAN.
You CAN PAY IT
BACK WHEN YOU
CAN, BUT IWE CAN'T
AFFORD TO JUST
GIVE EACH OF YOU
TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF DOLLARS WHEN
YOuU NEED IT. Yy

I DIODN'T EXPECT
YOU TO. YOU'RE
DOING SO MuUCH
FOR US ALREADY,
I DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO SAY.
THANK YOu.

: = |
{ YOUu MIGHT \
CONSIDER
NAMING YOourR
FIRST BORN
SON DAVID.
IT's A
CLASSIC,
TRADITIONAL
NAME. /

ELIZABETH
IS ALSO A
TIMELESS
NAME FOR
A GIRL.

NICE TRY,
BUT HE
WON’'T EVEN
CONSIDER
ALEXANDER.




HEY KITTY!
OVER HERE!
comvME GET ME/! ‘
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o HeEY! DON'T
. FORGET
ABOUT ME!

MAKING M=
CHASE YOU FOR [E i as =
A CHANGE, HUHZ |

YOu DION'T
FINISH YOUR..
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IS MY YARD THE HANGOUT
FOR ALL THE
NEIGHBORHOOD ANIMALST/ ) .

I HOPE SHE
DOESN'T GET
ODISTRACTED
EASILY LIKE
THE CAT.

/

)
2
g/
Yok S AR S

;Mm mmmu
T\ A
| RN Ul

I AM! I WNAS LUCKY
THE DOG SHOWED uP
WHEN TT DID. LET'S
GET INSIDE AND
UNDO THIS BEFORE
THEY LOSE INTEREST [
IN EACH OTHER. -




YOU ALl SANW THE
HOUSE. WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

YOU'RE KIDDING,
RIGHT? WHERE AM
I SUPPOSED TO
PUT ALL MY STUFEE?

WHAT ARE YOU
WHINING
ABOUT? AT
LEAST YOUu GET
YOUR OAWN ROOM.
I’'M STUCK
SHARING WITH
AIDEN EVEN
THOUGH I WAS
PROMISED
ALEX'S ROOM.

/ I’'M SORRY ABOUT
THAT, JACKSON, BUT
WE ALL HAVE TO
MAKE SACRIFICES.
AND YOUW'RE GOING
TO COLLEGE IN A
YEAR AND A HALF
ANYWNAY. THIS MOVE
WILL LET UuUs HELP
YOU OUT THE WAY
WE'RE HELPING ALEX.




I DIDN'T ASK YOU TO? I'M
GOING TO TAKE OUT LOANS
AND PAY THEM BACK LATER
LIKE EVERYSODY ELSE!
SBUT I WAS THINKING
ABOUT GOING TO STATE SO
I COULD COMMUTE FROM
HOME AND SAVE MONEY. I
GUESS THAT'S OFF MY LIST
NOW! BECAUSE YOU CARE
MORE ABOUT ALEX THAN
THE REST OF US! BECAUSE
THIS WHOLE FAMILY
REVOLVES AROUND ALEX
AND WIWE HAVE TO SUFEFER
AND SACRIFICE BECAUSE
OF HIS BAD DECISIONS.

JACKSON, YOUWRE
SBEING SELFISH.
THIS ISN'T ABOUT
ALEX. IT'sS ABOUT
ouURrR GRANDKIDS.
IT'S ABOUT YOUR
NEPHEW...YOUR
NIECE..IT'D LIKE TO
THINK YOU CARED A
LITTLE ABOUT THAT.

NO, JACK’'S
RIGHT. THIS
IS ABOUT ALEX,
AND YOu DO
CARE MORE
ABOUT HIM.

AND I DID NOT EXPECT
IT TO GO THIS BADLY.
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B  ANE'RE FINALLY
H oTO oF THAT CAT.

e TNSIOE BEFORE
ONE OF THEM
COMES BACK.

T THINK
NERE

YOU SHOULD &8O
HOME. THERE'S
| PROBABLY A
EOR YOoul.

lm"

I II




! I DON'T
Ny THINK SHE

AT LEAST THIS
ONE’'S FRIENDLY.

MAYBE SHE
WANTS TO
PLAY FETCH.
WANT A SPOONT




NOW MOM IWILL
WONDER WHERE
HER SPOON WENT.

BETTER THAN
WONDERING WHERE
YOU WENT. LET'S
HURRY INSIDE
BEFORE THE DOG
COMES BACK,

NE'RE HOME FREE NOW.
NO MORE OBSTACLES.
NOTHING TO STORP US FROM
GETTING TO THE HOSPITAL.

prayT Wy I

i




IT'S SO CoLD

IN HERE!

A J

DAD PROBABLY
TURNED THE
HEAT OFF TO

"SAVE MONEY."

e

IT'S COMING FROM
THE BASEMENT,
YOU LEFT THE
Door OorPEN DOWN
THERE, DIDN'T You?

I DID NOT! MOM AND DAD
WOLULD HAVE FOUND OouT
AND CLOSED IT THIS
MORNING I~ I DID.

/

OUT OF THE WAY.
IF I DON'T CLOSE
IT, rouL. TELL
THEM I OID IT
AFTER SCHOOL.
BECAUSE THAT'S
JUST LIKE YOu.
ANYTHING TO GET
\ME IN TROUSBLE.




{ MMOomM o DAD
} PROBABLY LEET
IT OPEN TO

FRAME ME.




I DON'T KNOW WHY
I'M DOING THIS.
IT WON'T FIT IN

MY ROOM. I MIGHT

AS WELL LEAVE IT.

OR BREAK IT THAT WOULD
ALL AND HAVE BE A WASTE
SOME FEUN. OF GOOD

FURNITURE.




WHAT ARE YOU
DOING THERE?!
ARE YOU
SPYING ON ME?

NO, IT'M HERE
TO SEE IF YOU
WANT ANY HELP
SINCE I'M
DONE LOADING
MY STUFE IN
THE JEEP.

WHY WOLILD I WANT YOuUR
HELP? I'M MOVING INTO
A CLOSET SBECAUSE OF
YOU. I HAVE TO GET RID
OF MOST OF MY STUFEFE
BECAUSE THERE’'S NO
ROOM IN THE NEW HOUSE.
I ALREADY HATE IT AND
IT'S ALL YOuUuR FAULT/

I'M SORRY.
I DIODN'T ASK
MOM AND
DAD TO DO
ANY OF THIS.

THEY OID
AND T DON'T
WANT YOourR

HELP.

GO AWAY.




THIS IS STUPID.
WE CAN'T FIT THE
DESK IN OuR NEW
ROOM. HOW ARE
WE SUPPOSED TO
DO HOMEWORK?

THAT'S WHY YOU
KIDS GOT YOurR OWN
LAPTOPS FOR
CHRISTMAS. NOW
You CAN DO
HOMEWORIK
ANYWNHERE, EVEN
OUT ON THE PORCH
THIS SPRING.

RIGHT, HUH?T WIWE CAN'T LIVE HAS TO MAKE SACRIEICES,

IN THAT ROOM. WIWE WON'T BE TJACKSON. YOUR MOM AND
ABLE TO MOVE IN THERE. I ARE GIVING UP SPACE TO
ATIDEN'S TOYS WILL COVER MAKE THIS WORK. BECAUSE

EVERY INCH OF THAT FLOOR. YOU KIDS ARE EAMILY. WED

DO ANYTHING FOR YOU.

YOou MEAN YOWD DO
ANYTHING FOR ALEX.
BECAUSE THIS ISN'T

DOING ANYTHING

FOR ME OR AIDEN.

SO YOURE
THINKING
ABOUT
AIDEN ALL
OF A SUDDEN.

HE’'S IN THE BATHROOM RIGHT
NOW BECAUSE HE DOESN'T WANT
ME TO SEE HIM CRY. HE THINKS

HELLL HAVE TO GIVE UP ALL
HIS TOYS WHEN WE MOVE,




YOU KNOW THE
WORST PART
ABOUT ALL
THIS? YOuU AND
MOM PROMISED
I COULD HAVE
THAT ROOM.

WE DIODN'T
"PROMISE."

YOU REALLY WANT TO DO
THAT TO ME? YOU DID LET
ME BELIEVE I WAS
GETTING ALEX'S ROOM.
THEN YOU YANK IT AWAY
EFROM ME. YOU COULDN'T
EVEN GET A HOUSE WITH
ENOUGH ROOMS TO KEEP
YOUR PROMISE. YOU HAD
TO BUY ONE WITH ONE LESS

BEDROOM JUST SO I'D HAVE
TO KEEP SHARING WITH
AIDEN. THE ROOM DOESN'T
MATTER SO MUCH. YoOou AND
MOM LIED TO ME. HOW CAN
I EVER TRUST YOU AGAINT

JACKSON,
THAT’'S NOT
FATIR.

DON'T TALK
TO ME ABOUT
FAIR. RIGHT
NOW, T HATE
YOU. I HATE
MOM. AND T

HATE ALEX
FOR DOING
THIS TO UusS.




[ AETER EVERYTHING, |
ALEX HAS TO COME
OVER HERE, MAKE
A MESS OF OUR
HOUSE, AND LEAVE
THE DOOR OFPEN
SO NE FREEZE’

Tk

i

:

WE’'LL. WORRY
ABOUT IT
WHEN WE'RE
BI& AGAIN.

B ANt i O O

U !I'HH

- =

THE DOG WON'T
COME IN ANYWATY.




AT ITITIIL

BROKE HE IS,
BUT HE GETS
A DOG?!

.

3 AND HE LEET YoOou -
BREmn OUTSIDE. WHAT :
A GOOD OWNER!

A GOOD BOY,
YES, YOU ARE.



ONE OF OuR
SPOONS/

WHAT ARE "

You OOING

HE LEFT HIS Door
OPENT WHAT IS
WRONG WITH HIM?

[ : HE MAKES
' ATIDEN LOOK
NoRrMAL/




SOUNDS LIKE
THE DOG GOT IN.

KEEP GOING. IF sSHE ALEX, WHERE ARE YOU?
DOESN'T SEE US, SHE GET OUT HERE NOW!/
\ WON'T COME UP HERE.

JACKSON! INE HAVE TO GET
UPSTAIRS AND HIDE NOW!/

THIS EXPLAINS
A FEW THINGS.

JACKSON, PLEASE,
LISTEN TO ME
SEFORE YOU DO

ANYTHING.

OH, WE'LL TALK,
BUT Youw’'LL DO
THE LISTENING.




THAT’S NOT SO
8AD, Is IT7

T S TILL. CANST
EIT THE coucH =
AND CHAIRS IN -
HERE. WHAT AM

I SUPPOSED TO
DO WITH THEMT?

YOU CouLD GIveE
THEM TO ALEX., HE
DOESN/'T HAVE THE
MONEY TO FULLY
FURNISH HIS
PLACE. HED BE
GRATEFLUL FOR A
LIVING ROOM SET. =

AND LATER WHEN
YOWRE SETTING UP
YOUR FIRST PLACE,
I'M SURE HE'D RETURN
THE FAVOR. HELL BE
MORE ESTABLISHED
THEN. HELL
PROBABLY OFFER
SOMETHING NICER
THAN A SECOND HAND
\THQIFT STORE FINO./
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TACKSON, T AM
SICK OF YOUR
ATTITUDE...OH MY/

I'M SICK OF
EVERYTHING! T
HAVE TO CcLIMS
OVER THE SEDS
JUST TO GO TO
THE BATHROOM!

AND THERE’'S NO - [ WHAT'S INITH ALL THE
ROOM FOR THE = YELLING IN HERE?
DEsK! AIDEN'S .

TOYS! NOTHING/

YOuU DON'T SEE
THE PROBLEM?/

OoOH DAVID! MAYBE WE
CAN TAKE THIS ROOM
AND LET THEM HAVE
|\ THE MASTER BEDROOM.
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FIRST FIGHT
AND AIDEN GOES
THROUGH THAT
GLASS DooR.
OR WORSE, ONE
OF THEM FALLS
OFFE THE BALCONY.

THEN WELLL
HAVE TO GET
AIDEN A
SMALLER BED.

SPEAKING OF

SMALLER THINGS,
I NEED THE SIZE
CHANGER AGAIN.
I FOUND ANOTHER
BOX OF STUFF
THAT NEEDS
RESTORING.

THIS Is AlLL
YOUR FAULT,
ALEX. T WIsH
YOu WNERE
NEVER BORN.

I KNOW YOUWRE ANGRY,
JACKSON, BUT...

1 [

I’'M MORE THAN
ANGRY. IF I HAD |——
THAT SHRINKER,
I’'D USE IT TO
MAKE YOU
DIsArPPEAR, ALEX/




[ SACKSON, You
DON'T HAVE
TO DO THIS.

ISARRRRRRRREELS /7
WA

YES, T DO. NOW sSHUT
UP SO I CAN GET
THIS OVER WITH.

I CAN'T BELIEVE YOWD DO
THIS OVER A BEDROOM. YOU
HAVE TO KNOW I’'D LET You
MOVE IN HERE IF I DION'T
NEED ALL MY ROOMS.

HE 1™

DON'T MAKE ME TAPE
YOUR MOUTH SHUT.
T NASN'T READY TO
DO THIS. I CAME

OVER TO YELL AT YOU
FOR LEAVING OUR

DooOorR OPEN. SEEING

YOou SMALL AND

PITIFUL, T WON'T GET

A BETTER CHANCE.




T DON'T THINK YOou
CAN RUN AWAY IN
HERE. IT HAS TO

KEEP THE BABY
TRAPPED, RIGHT?

OO YOU WANT
THIS BASY
TO GROW UP
WITHOUT A
FATHER. ARE
YO THAT
ANGRY?

EMMA/'S AT THE
HOSPTTAL
RIGHT NOW

GIVING BIRTH.

T0 BSE THERE
ME AND KYLE
DIDN'T HAVE

THIS ACCIDENT.

THAT FIGURES!
APOLOGIZE, AND
YOU ONE-UP ME

APoLOGTZE!!!
BUT I THOUGHT
You WERE MAD
ABOUT THE ROOM.
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5 JACK, CAN YOU HELP

: ME PUT MY TOYS IN

) THE BASEMENT? THE
o~ BOXES ARE TOO HEAVY.

MOM SAYS I CAN
PLAY DOWN HERE,
SUT I DON'T
LIKE IT. IT'S
KINDA SCARY.

1 HOW BAD
4 CAN IT BE?

R

I THINK YOourR
TOYS CAN STAY
UPSTAIRS.

1
j
;
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i = MomMm!  DAD!
WHY DIDN'T You
TELL US THERE
NERE MORE
ROOMS IN THE
BASEMENT?

THOSE AREN'T

ROOMS., THE
BASEMENT ISN'T |
FINISHED AND WE
WON’'T BE ABLE TO
FINISH IT ANY
TIME SOON.

s |

Al

T CAN HANG
BLANKETS TO MAKE
WALLS., IF IT'S
GOOD ENOLUGH FOR
YOUR OFFEICE OR
AIDEN'S PLAY
ROOM, IT'S GOOD
ENOUGH FOR ME,

IT WNOULD SE
BETTER. AND
I IT MAKES
HIM HAPPY
AND KEEPS

THE PEACE... .

MAYBE WE CAN S
GET sSOME
DRYWALL AND
CLOSE IT OFF
THIS SPRING.
SUT YOU INILL OWE
ALEX AN APOLOGY |wes
FOR WHAT You
- \ SAID TO HIM. /




SO EVERYTHING

WORKED OUT. I
GUESS I'M SORRY.

THAT'S PROBABLY
THE BEST I'M
GOING TO GET. BUT
IFE YOU'RE REALLY
SORRY, HOW ABOUT
HELPING ME AND
KYLE GET BACK TO
SIZE SO I CAN GO
SEE MY WIFEE.

ONLY I I CAN
GO WITH YOou.

SHOULDN'T YOU STAY TO
WATCH ATIDEN WHEN HE

ALLTIE CAN
Do THAT!

IF YOUWRE COMING WITH
ME, SHE’LLLL WANT TO, TOO.




I’'ll. STAY AND
BRING THE KID
WHEN HE GETS
HOME. AND T’LU
GET THIS MESS
CLEANED UuP
WHILE IT'M
WAITING.

I WNANT TO THANK YOU

FOR EVERYTHING. I
DON'T KNOW WHAT T'D
HAVE DONE WITHOUT YOu.

NE'RE FAMILY.
THAT'S WHAT IWNE DO.

2N
GO GET YOUR KEYS AND YOUuR L

PHONE, AND GET TO THE
HOSPITAL. AND DON'T FORGET
THE BATTERY FOR YOUR FOBS.

AT LEAST \
YO WON'T
GIVE ANYONE

— ELSE ANY
! TROUBLE. }
= -
|

—
——
e |
—_—




MOM. DAD.
I WNWANT YOuU
TO MEET...

THERE’'S NO
GREATER JOY FOR
A FATHER THAN
TO HAVE A SON.
AND HE LOOKS
LIKE YOU, TOO.

I THINK HE
MISSES
SOMEBODY ELSE,
THOUGH. You
WANT TO GO SEE
HER? YES, You Do.




HE DIODN'T
WANT TO SLEEP
EITHER, HUH?

THIS IS HIS
OLDER SISTER,
CASSANDRA,

I THINK
THEY KNEW
COMPANY

WAS COMING
OVER.

3

I’'M SURE THE
OIRTY DIAPERS
WON’'T SEEM SO
BAD AFTER ALL

THE TROUBLE YOu
HAD GETTING TO

THE HOSPITAL

THE OTHER DAY.

SO MAYSE I'D
TAKE THAT
PART BACK,

—p— A
7z STILL CAN'T GET\-
OVER TNINS. g
SOMETHING WE

NEVER HAD. YOUWRE ||
LUCKY THEY/RE NOT [
TOENTICAL |
BECAUSE THESE g
TWNO ARE GOING TO ||
\BE ENOUGH TROUSLE, A
M‘---‘\-

\—
——

SBUT WORTH IT.
I WNOULDN'T o
TAKE ANY OF
THIS BACK.




