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Mona Abrams watched the third car in the last
| hour to pass her by with little surprise: They'd
all had small children in the backseat, and
those were the kiss of death for a hitchhiker. It
was early, and the truckers were sti
breakfast. Soon they'd hit the road, and her

It was almost May in California, but around
the mountains it was still cool enough for a
sweater. That suited Mona fine.

In her experience, she got more rides
when drivers couldn't r-:-a]l:,.r see her arms.




== It was a trucker that ended up giving her a
ride: Two hours through the ups-and-downs
of the Sierra Nevadas, then dropped off at a
motel a couple of miles from her destination.
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The choice of motel may have
been a mistake, however.

She'd been in worse
rooms, but not many.



After a “discussion” with the manager about getting the
bed some sheets that hadn't been slept in, she decided to
walk into town and see if the gym she’d heard about was
still there. It had been a couple of weeks since she'd
gotten in a good workout, and was starting to feel it.

Hard to believe the first heavyweight
champiﬂn got her start here.




Only people here right now
would be the trainers...
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empty this early in the

as mostly
-:121}-'7 Kids and 9-to-5ers would fill it up later.
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HOW'S
IT GOINEG? YOU
NEW IN TOWN?

JUST
PASSING THROLIGH.
WAS WONDERING HOW
MUCH YOU'D CHARGE FOR
ME TO WORKOUT HERE
FOR, LIKE, A WEEK
or 507

600D
TO MEETCHA. T'M
VIC, AND THIS OVER
HERE IS CINDY.

SHE'S 60T
A FIGHT LINED
WEEKS. SO WeD
K ‘LL
- 8E ‘ROUND HERE
A LOT

WELL, A
MONTH'S SIXTY, 50O
LET'S SAY TWENTY AND
WE'RE 600D,

WE HAVE A
TRAINING CLASS
IF YOU NEED

LOCKER POOM'S
8ACK WHERE YOU

ABRAMS, AND
NAH; T B0XED IN
THE MARINES, LIKE

IN SHAPE.

OKAY
IFTGET A
WORKOUT
IN NOwW?




Even in a strange gym, Abrams
felt like she was home.

i
It had been too long since
she'd had a good workout.

; s
-> THAT WAS
B DEBRIE. SHE'S ’
- | STCK AND CAN'T IT's TOO
CLOSE TO THE
FIGHT FOR YOU
TO MIS3 ANY
SPOARRING...

WE NEED
A SPARRING
PARTNER. YOU GET
ANY RING TIME
BACK IN THE
SERVICE?




ARMED FORCES
HEAVYWEIGH'T
CHAMPIONSHIP o~




Gloves, headgear, boots, mouthpiece...

It was like being back in uniform.

NO PROBLEM.
T'VE REALLY MISSED
PUTTING THE GLOVES

ON, TO 8E HONEST
WITH YOU.

HEY, I
JUST WANNA SAY
THANKS AGAIN FOR
OOING THIS.

WELL, IF WE'RE
BEING HONEST, 1
PROBABLY WOLILD'VE | =
ASKED YOU EVEN /|
IF DEBRIE HAD

BROTHER'S A
MARINE...

SHOWN LIP. " sl
. SEE, MY -

..AN" HE TOLD ‘

ME ABOUT THIS y/
LIL TANK GLINNER W
THAT 8EAT THE HELL
OUTTA THE BI&
\. GIRLS. THAT
you?

..PROBABLY.

'S WHAT
I THOUGHT. NOW
I PEALLY WANT TO
&0 A FEW ROLINDS
WITH YA,

w::-l.'iJ gb%%%%&me
WHAT, LIKE
SOMETHING? A TOP? THIS

IS THE PROS,
e1eL!

"SAME PLULES
AS THE MEN/” THEY'RE
ALL FOR EQUALITY IF
THEY GET TO SEE
TITS, Y'KNOW?




..NOW...

HLIBBA-HLIEBAS

.20 1S
SHE COMING
OUT, OR WHAT?,

QUITCHER
BITCHIN'/ SHE
SHOULD B8E OUT
ANY... TIME...

| EQUALTITY,”

RIGHT?

- O N O .

..YOU
MUST LOVE
THE FREE SHOW,
™ HUHP

EHH, T 4§

COULD TAKE IT

OR LEAVE IT, 8UT MY
HUSBAND THINKS
IT'S HILARIOUS.

NO
WORRIES.
NOT LIKE YOU'RE
THE FIRST.

THE &IeL
SHE'S FIGHTING
IS NOTHING LIKE
YOU PHYSICALLY, SO
JUST MAKE HER WORK
IN THERE, OKAY?
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She'd go with her usual
strategy, then: Eat the jabs--

jabbing contest,
Abrams knew she'd .:le-a}.rg lose.,
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shots, move inside--

--Slip the heavier

Quick, but still had a solid
THUD when it connected.
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would do with the opening.
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ad her guard a little
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loose. Wanted to see

'n the battlefield.
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She figured Cindy would Abrams was

| back up, keep using the jab. . S 3 . ‘ - v fine with that.

Girl held her
grm_md instead.

She was used to But, she wasn't
trading up close. used to this:




There'd always been bra, padding and
jersey standing between breast and
glove before. The wet slap of rough
leather detonating on unprotected flesh
was all-new and devastating. Abrams
thought she had to be bleeding.

Pump those thick legs.
Muscle her to the ropes.

No going back now,
though. Ignore the
pain. Get back inside.

Start paying her back.




..BUT
THOSE &IRLS
ARE KINDA HARD
TO MISS.

ABOUT THE
TIT-SHOT...

..6UESS
I'VE JUST &0T
&00D AIM.




FFFUCK!
FEELS LIKE SHE
WELL RIPPED MY DAMN

STOP ACTING TIT OFF/
LIKE IT OID, OR - N
%*’;%Tlihéﬁrﬁr? . | was officially over.

ThL tLleg-lmt process

AND
WOLULDO IT KILL
YOU TO NOT TRADE

-q:_ A 6IrL YOU'VE &OT A
&00D HﬁLF—-FOOT

. WHERE'S >
THE FUN IN
THAT? _ A

The pain had lessened
to the dull throb she
was more used to.

She could take it.




No holding back.
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y probably should have.
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A CHANGED AND OVER
JO THE HOSPITAL.




Vic closed up quick and hustled

Cindy to the hospital. Abrams
found a diner for a late lunch,
then walked back to the motel.

It may have been a lucky punch,
but she still felt responsible.

She was going to have to see what
she could do about that tomorrow.

WELL,
SHE'LL LIVE,

{ BUT YOU CRACKED
A COUPLE OF HER,
RIBS. FIGHT'S
CANCELLED,

NOT JUST THE
PURSE, WHICH
\ WAS NICE..

..OHE WAS
ALSO GETTING MONEY
FROM SELLING TICKETS.

\WITH NO MAIN EVENT NOW,

THEY MAY CANCEL THE
WHOLE CARD.

SHIT.

SHE MUST 8E
LOSING OUT ON
A BIG PAYDAY,
HUH?

.. WELL,
CAN T TAKE HER
PLACE, MAYBE?

WITH HER
STILL GETTING
THE PURSE.



W VIc caLLED -
AND SAID SOME " ) !! ! ’
= ABRAMS,
LIKE THE TANK?

&

BIe-JUEEGED JARPHEAD

C SERTOUSLY? )
e JUST FLCKED UP MY
PROMOTION,

THAT YOU,
SWEETHEART?

rrrWELLf - 4
1 ELUESS 1
COULD BE OKAY
; i (YOu EVER FOLGHT
PRO BEFORE?

WITH THAT.

T
JUST

CALL, THOUGH,
AMATEUR. WENT
'(58 AND U, ARMED
SERVICES CHAMP
\. FOR THREE
YEARS.

Total disgust at first sight.
] . A VETERAN...
WITH 8I& TITS...
FOR A FIGHT ON
! a MEMORIAL DAY
- WEEKEND?

=

N
.. YEAH,
I CAN SELL
THAT.

Abrams fought the urge to look

behind him for a slime trail.
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£ LOOKS

LIKE I 6ET TO GO Three hours of

e 1 1'D
GIVE MY GIReL SOME training later: WHAT THE BE FEELING

G000 NEWS, SO T'LL ~ . HELL OO YOU BETTER IF YOU
LET YOU TWO GET ' THINK YOU'RE 4 | - WEREN'T TREATING
DOING? ‘ » ME LIKE I'M SOME

, ——— - , | CHARTTY CASE!
ol N . ..

T'LL SEND
SOME PAPERS
OVER FOR YOU TO

OH, HEY. HOW
YOU FEELING?

FIRST YOU
TAKE MY FIGHT,
, WHICH, OKAY. 8UIT
‘ THEN YOU EXPECT
50... ME TO KEEP THE
GUESS YOUI'LL PLIRSE FOR IT?
8E NEEDING
A COACH?

WHY THE

FLUCK WOLILD YOU
VOLUNTEER TO GET
YOUR FACE CAVED IN
FOR SOME CHICK
YOU JUST MET?

BETTER
&0 CHANGE
THEN, 'CAUSE WE
GOT LOTS OF WORK
TO PO.

‘CAUSE
YOUuR BROTHER'S
A MARINE.



. AND YOU
DON'T FUCK OVER
ANOTHER MARINE’'S
FAMILY.

I SCREWED
THINGS UP FOR
YOU PRETTY &0OO0D,
AND THIS IS THE ONLY
WAY I CAN THINK
TO FIX IT.

YOuR
BROTHER'D PO
THE SAME
THING.

YOU WANT
TO OO THIS, T
WON'T STOP YOU.
I'LL EVEN HELP YOU
TRAIN. 8UT/

AFTER,
ONCE WE'VE BOTH
HEALED UP, T WANT

A REMATCH.

HEH.
THAT'S FAIR.

Fight training felt like being
back in the Corps, getting
ready for the annual fitness
tests.

C'MON!/
FASTER/

Only with swimming
swapped for roadwork.

e

Better for the knees.




DON'T STOP
THROWING... KEEP
THOSE ARMS
MOVING...

“You've got the skills,” Vic said,
“And you're strong as all hell.

“The only things we can really = | 8 | “Is beefing up your gas tank for
work on in the time we got... ' alot longer fight than you were

used to in the amateurs...

-.

—

| “And tightening up your defense.”




. WITH AN
gl OFFICIAL WEIGHT
173 "‘“‘?5*"{-‘*1%

=

..MONA “M-]f :
ABPAMS. s
FACING A WOMAN T

WHO MUST 8E SEEN
TO 8E BELIEVED.. : sIIIITIC

. ITANDING
SIX-FOOT-

2




YOU'RE
PLAYING WITH
THE BIS 6IRLS, S8
NOW...

'
2
S ~

T'VE BEAT
THE SHIT OuUT

. OF BIGGER.
. WITH AN

OFFICIAL WEIGHT OF
209 POLINDS...

' HTHE- QEAs Ay
RABANNE.

bx
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FIGHT NIGHT:

LOOKING
E00D, ABRAMS!

The last prelim fight had just finished.
Abrams figured it'd only be a few minutes
until they came to get her for the main event.

R i

MMMM., .,
THAT GEAR T
HAD MADE FOR
YOU WAS WORTH
EVERY PENNY!

They had opened up the offices in city hall
to use as dressing rooms, since it was closest.

YOU PRICKS
EVER HEARD OF
KNOCKINEG?

AWW, IS
THAT ANY WAY
TO TREAT SOMEONE
WHO’S HERE TO MAKE
YOU SOME MONEY?




e

~ SEE, T'MA
, NOT REALLY
/ PRETTY 6000 EIVING YOU

JUDGE OF FIGHTERS.
LITTLE CINDY'S STYLE cenoe g"éé’ E%Iﬁ’}'é’ ?oHE%E
OF FIGHTING IS JUST YOU A LITTLE TUNE-UP TO

TAILOR-MADE FOR MY :
\ EI8L TO WORK OVER, M A AT

BUT YOU... I FINALLY
SAW SOME OF YOUR il
FIGHTS. AND, HONESTLY?
YOU'RE SOMEONE WHO COULD
GIVE PAULA TROUBLE. I CAN'T
LET HER TAKE TWO LOSSES IN
A _OW IF I EVER WANT TO GET
HER BACK TO A TITLE FIGHT,
SO I'M GONNA HEDGE
MY 8ET.

IT'S HARD

TO WIN WITH
A BROKEN RIB... Ls'{fkéfhfjﬂikf:

Or A HAND...

YOou
WEASEL-DICKED
LITTLE BITCH.

JUST LET
us 0O OuR
JOB HERE, LADY, |
AND I PROMISE }
WE'LL MAKE IT

$20,000
EXTRA CASH IN
YOUR POCKET, AND YOUR
THICK ASS &OES DOWN
IN THE FIFTH.

AND IF
I SAY NO?




Now, while they're distracted:
e ]

HURKK! Ju

Big guys have bad knees.

brutal

|‘ . | i
- ——
. ( FLICK. |
« (e



. _ HEY/ T
Y'KNOW, T LOOKS LIKE

WAS JUST GOING . T'M "TAILORP-MADE” TO '-.
TO 60 OUT THERE AND . : ]
HAVE SOME FLIN. o’ BEAT YOUR ASS. .

8UT NOW...

..YOU
BITCHES... T'LL
MAKE SURE THERE'S
NOT A PROMOTER IN
THE COUNTRY THAT'LL
TOUCH EITHER OF
YOU AFTER THIS...

P NOW, TM S ‘ :
GOINE OUT THERE | 'y

Y 10 6IVE YOUR ETeL A | 60 AHEAD
I\ BEATING, JUST *CALISE BUT THAT'S NOT
S IT'LL FUCK YOU GONNA SAVE YOLIR

ST y &TeL TONIGHT,
_——— s 172




There was always a knot in Abrams stom-
ach before a fight, but it would dissolve 7% T'M GLAD °

the second she stepped between the ropes. Nk YOU TURNED
d ol s DOWN THAT

.1 WANT
YOU REALLY
TRYING TO WIN
WHILE I 8EAT
YOUR ASS.

I'M 6LAD
YOU WIPED

THAT SHIT OFF
\YOLR FACE. ,
\\-.___._.---"‘f"

DON'T
WORRY ABOUT
IT JUST 60T IN
A 600D WARMLIP
IS ALL.

|
f“‘;.____"lq.: |
S

e ——

.."\-h -

~ | ..FIGHTERS

TO THE CENTER,

'ﬁ‘ !l E PLEASE...

e ' T o . It was like her body stopped trying - - i
. é i h ‘ 5 | ; . to convince her this was a bad idea... | , e >4 ..And fully committed.




C'MON
BITCH...

o : | M Direct hit on the second.

Rolling out against a
beast with longer guns.

The question is how much fire

she’ll have to take to get in range. ; s RN . And the third.

D— %



Deflected the fourth.

-

i B

R

»

A bomb detonates to the left.




P

The bombs follow.




WELCOME
TO THE PROS,
CHUNKY.

All the way down.

Back on course.

No count.

All up to Abrams if she
wants to keep going.

No question what
the answer wil be.
8 Ramming speed.

h-.__



Force her to
the corner.

m D YNGR YNGEING: ¢ b
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2 | _—
_ d done. o~ 50,6ET
T tee BRI e
‘ LE#‘EEJ’%*EQE DOESN'T HAVE THE
. OROPPING IT WHEN QOL?#TL%EEEIND
> - YOU SLIP THE JAB, .
pa R : AND THAT'S WHY SHE'S

- : CATCHING YOU WITH
. : _ THE RIGHT HAND!

YOU'RE DOING ™\ BREAK
GETTING INSIOE, éIeL.
8UT YOU'RE STILL
GIVING HER ROOM

TO PUNCH... -

A 6000 JOR ON ‘) THOSE RIBS,













ROUND

g saved by the bell.




Y | : ~
..OKAY, SHE'S o | gt _ 1 :
& @ | |ROUNR &
KEEP WORKING R e e TR . bs @

THAT 8ODY...

Big girl's punches
were losing steam.

' £ . - _ Working the body
E& Y ' X . 7 U e, R " ) A 8 was working.

= i
Ay AT

IF‘. > # g g
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Arms dropping - .

_»
E
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L1
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o

Mouth hanging
oper.
e

Bumps in the road.
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We | _
g0 HOOFF/ . =

ROUNE

This used to be a
punishing jab.

..CAN'T...
CAN'T KEEP HER

OFF ME...

MNow, it's a “Don’t
hurt me!” jab.

e TR

Abrams hurts
her anyway.
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..WHO'S
GONNA 8EAT
MY ASS?




till standing * s 4
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\“1‘1“&‘* What will it take
“'\ etk a® " K )
R e s GRS to make her stop?
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Just needed some

space to fall.




- YOU FUCKING NOT PORGET OuR
LUMP/ YOU LET

HA-HAAAAZ/ T _ YOURSELF GET BEAT
w YOU DID IT// — —— L

JESUS, MOON.
LET HER ENJOY THE
MOMENT, WILLYAP

HOW cOLLD
YOU DO THIS
TO ME/

B 7 . LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN...



EPILOGUE: .

T ’ i - - — S— Two weeks after the figcht with The Beast.
.I'M LOOKING YOU'RE OKAY . - = B A0 T WANTED vo weeks ght wi S

" ITH THIS? ~ey Fo 2 It was now June in California. Abrams
Sl ISVER n ¥ e 2 i - , REMATCH... ; would have been back on the road days

ago, but she had a promise to keep.

¥l

..NEVER SAID
IT HAD TO 8E
OFFICIAL.

YOU KNOW,
YOU DON'T HAVE
TO LEAVE. IF T WIN,
HOW ABOUT YOU
STICK AROUND
FOR A WHILE?

YOu
WANT TO RING
THE 8ELL?

..SURE.
AND IF T WIN,

I'LL B8E SURE TO
COME BACK AND
VISIT.
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