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In Small Ponds
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| "I 6OT A FIGHT
TOMORROW NIGHT.

i,

"STILL, WANTED
TO GET IN ONE
LAST WORKOUT.

v =

"JUST HATE GOIN" A
DAY WITHOUT HITTING
SOMETHING."

"I'VE LIVED IN
THIS PLACE MY
WHOLE LIFE."

I ‘MEMBER

GROWING UP IN GOT MOVED
ONE OF THOSE TO ONE 'A 'EM
ROOMS UP ON THE GROUND FLOOR
TOP THERE. FLATS AFTER
. THE FIRE.

THOUGHT
I COULD SEE THE
WHOLE WORLD FROM
MY BEDROOM
WINDOW.



LOST MY MUM, <
: THAT NIGHT, TOO. AS 4 -
FOR DAD, WELL... FIRST = JUST ME AN'
TIME I BROKE MY NOSE, : i ./ MARNIE NOW. SHE'S
HE WAS THE ONE .' | PULLING DOWN DECENT
.\ MONEY DANCING ON
- WEEKENDS AT THE
a5 HUSTLER CLUB.

SOON AS
=/ SISSY AND I - A :
/ WERE OLD ENOLIGH, R Egﬁﬁ E s
| HE SCARPERED OFF | BN EALLY AN .SOI
J TO SHACK UP WITH /.8 5 o MAKE MY LIVING
S\ SOME CLUNT IN 48 U 5 X - DOWN THERE.

. LIVERPOOL. - WA . ._

SIX WEEKS TILL g%

IT GOES IN STORAGE ‘=
FOR WINTER, AND THEN
MATCHES GET HARDER

TO COME BY.

- 7y >

IF 'M LLCKY,
I CAN SQUE

ONE MORE FIGHT IN E
BEYOND TOMORROW /=
NIGHT’S.

"DEPENDS ON HOW

MUCH OF A BEATING
I TAKE.”

- ..MACLEAN HAS
CHARGED FORWARD AND
IS BOMBARDING PORTER
WITH LEFTS AND RIGHTS
STRAIGHT FROM THE
FIRST-ROUND BELL!




FIGHT
YOUR WAY
OUuT OF IT,

NOW...




BREAK IT
UP, GIRLS...

*..JUST THERE TO |

KEEP THE ACTION

MOVING, T GUESS. [ = 'ZI .
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“THOUGH THE OLD PERV
DOES MAKE SURE TO GET
HIS OWN ACTION, TOO."

NO
HITTIN’ ON

THE BREAK!

47 YOU TRY THAT S
| SHIT AGAIN, SHE'LL

BE GETTIN' A
FREE ONE!

IT CAN GET
PRETTY SCARY IN

THERE, TRUTH BE TOLD.

AIN'T MUCH IN THE

WAY OF RULES. 4 =

NOT SURE
WHY THEY EVEN |
BOTHER WITH
A REF.. &

Yol
READY TO DIE,
BITCH!?




-

QUIT PLAYING
WITH HER TITS AN’
GO AFTER THAT DAMN
EYE! FUCKIN' SCAR'LL
SPLIT WIDE OPEN IF
YOU JUST GIVE IT

A GOOD WHACK.

_ "I DUNNO WHY JUNE
/4 HAS ME WORK HER
@l CORNER EVERY FIGHT...

P "N THE RING,
. :‘Q T MEAN.

FAT LOAD OF

7 BOLLOCKS, PROB'LY.

THE SAME CACK'S BEEN
SPREAD AROUND ABOUT
ME, I'M SLRE.

EVEN IF IT'S
TRLUE, IT DON'T
BOTHER ME ALL

GUESS WE
BOTH GOT USED
TO ME PATCHING HER
UP AFTER SHE'D HAVE
A PUNCH-UP WITH
DAD.

WE'RE ALL

¢ KILLERS IN THERE;

JUST TAKES YEARS

FOR THE BODY TO

DROP, IS ALL.

DUNNO WHY

+| SHE DOES ANY OF

IT, REALLY.
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" DON'T YOU

8% LET HER BUILD UP

A HEAD OF STEAM AN’

N CHARGE YOU IN THERE!
A YOU GO AT HER RIGHT

FROM THE BELL
THIS ROUND!
- ol iy
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AN' WHILE
YOU'RE AT IT...

-

" BLOODY
STUPID WAY

o[ TO EARN THE RENT
3 MONEY, [F YOU ASK

PUNTERS HAVE
SEEN HER NIPS
EVEN MORE’'N MINE,
AND I STRIP FOR
A LIVING.
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AR W/ GRIEF ABOUT HAVING 7 ..WITH THE
LW d MY LITTLE SISTER BE }° [ ABSOLUTE SHIT
i 88, MY SECOND, BUT.. £ | THAT GOES ON
A ' ‘

| __'. | :

AR 4

. :'fl !

3/ NOW, QUIT

"..YOU NEED SOMEONE
IN YOUR CORNER THAT

I YOU CAN TRUST” '

DOSSING ABOUT
B AND GET STUCK IN
. ON THAT BITCH!
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7" WHEN ONE
./ OF US GOES DOWN, X
DON'T EXPECT TO HEAR i
A TEN-COUNT. WE'LL GO [
UNTIL ONE OF US
JUST CAN'T GET
UP ANYMORE.

T e
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THEM'S THE
; RULES: YOU MAY BE
TAKING A RIGHT BEATING IN
THERE, BUT IF YOU'RE
STILL CONSCIOUS

*..AND YOU TAKE
YOUR MEDICINE.”
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NOW,
LISTEN
TO ME...

s

NNNHH&++ 'qh % . h._.t.
FUCKIN'... =

60 OUT
THERE AND
BREAK HER

FUCKING

NOSE.
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NOW WE'RE
SQUARES.
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| “FEEL FREE TO |
L | ASK HIM ABOUT IT. [ 4

"I'M SURE HE'D ' :
ey OPEN UP TO YoOU. .

"JUNE LIKES TO THINK
SHE'S THE ONE IN
CHARGE OUT THERE,
BUT SHE'S NOT."

re

READY TO

IT'S THE
GEEZER THAT'S
PUTTING THE SHOWS
ON THAT’S REALLY
CALLING ALL THE
SHOTS.

HIS BOYS ARE
TAKING BETS FROM
THE CHAVS BETWEEN
EACH ROUND, SHIFTING : .
THE ODDS BASED ON et A

WHO DID BETTER. o ) e
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“ANYWAY, I CARRY TWO BOTTLES
OUT THERE: GREEN FOR GO--

"AND RED FOR...
WELL... YOU KNO

"HE RUNS THE
NUMBERS IN
HIS HEAD..

il

"IF THE FIGHT'S
CLOSE, HE WON'T
DO NOTHING.

"..THEN DECIDES
WHO'LL WIN BASED
ON WHO MAKES HIM
THE MOST MONEY.

“BUT, IF THE MONEY
STARTS TO FAVOR
JUNE IN A BIG WAY...

"..HE GIVES ME
THE SIGNAL...



MISS HIGH-
AND-MIGHTY'D
TELL ‘EM TO PISS
OFF, ‘N THEN WHAT?
THEY’'LL MAKE HER
FIGHT WITH A BROKEN
HAND. OR WORSE.

= SO MAYBE
¥ ) SHE TAKES MORE
2| OF A PASTING MY WAY,
BUT IT BEATS WHAT'LL
HAPPEN SHE TELLS
THE BASTARD NO.

SHE

THINKS I DON'T )}

KNOW.

LIKE I
WOULDN'T NOTICE

I GET SLEEPY WHEN |

MY WATER STARTS
TASTING FLUNNY?

S £ R Y

"I MEAN, I GET ;
WHY SHE DOES IT. |

i

“SHE'S AFRAID WHAT'LL
HAPPEN [F THEY ASK |
ME TO TAKE A DIVE.”

.. HAT
BLONDE BITCH
REALLY KILLED

SOMEONE?




el ¥ P

TWO-FACED
CUNT.



"I'M NOT GONNA GET MY
SISTER BEAT TO DEATH

TO MAYBE KEEP HER FROM
BEING SHOT TO DEATH."




I'D DO IT
IF THEY ASKED,

TAKE THE

DIVE, I MEAN.

IT'S NOT LIKE
I'D BE ALL THAT

\| CHUFFED TO DO IT

OR ANYTHING...

..BUT I'M

"/ SMART ENOLGH

TO KNOW WHAT
SAYING “NO”
MEANS.

Tt

S ABOUT THAT,
* WOULLDJA?

I THINK
MARNIE LIKES
BELIEVIN' HER

BIG SIS HAS
STANDARDS.




LOOK... IF
IT HAPPENS, I
PROBABLY WON'T
BE AROUND AFTER
THE FIGHT ONE WAY
OR THE OTHER.
SO, JUST..

“...AND TELL HER
I SAID GOODBYE.”
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