
Digging The Greats  

 “To Dig a Butterfly”  

Song Artist/Remix Relation to TPAB

Everybody is a Star Sly & The Family 
Stone

1969 - Predates the Boris 
Gardiner Sample

Oh Sheit It’s X Thundercat Thundercat is all over this 
album, and this is a classic 

Life is a Traffic Jam Eight Mile Road Jazz Expedition feat. Tupac, 
similar to “For Free?”

Seven Days of Falling Esbjörn Svensson 
Trio

2003 - Similar Harmony to 
what we hear on this album

Precious Possession Anna Wise She is featured on 2 songs on 
this album 

Give Up The Funk 
(Tear The Roof Off)

Parliament George Clinton Funk, big 
influence, and featured on the 
album

Curly Martin Terrace Martin, 
Robert Glasper, 
Thundercat

These musicians are all over 
the album and had a huge 
influence

Come Get It J Dilla, Elzhi Dilla feel on multiple songs on 
the album, big influence

Return of the “G” Outkast Thematically similar to King 
Kunta and Hood Politics

It’s Your Thing Cold Grits Drum Break from The Blacker 
the Berry

We’ll Die Thundercat Another Classic Thundercat - 
Bass, voice, harmony

Presidential Rick Ross Produced by Pharrell, similar 
sound, predates “Alright”

Prologue Kamasi Washington Sax Player featured on the 
album



Sing About Me, I’m 
Dying of Thirst

Kendrick Lamar Song from Good Kid, 
referenced on “These Walls”

Them Changes Thundercat Another Great Thundercat 
song

Freeze Tag Terrace Martin More Terrace Martin and 
Robert Glasper

On Your Own Lalah Hathaway This song was sampled for 
“Momma”

So[Rt] Knxwledge This is the original beat for 
“Momma” that was made 
before TPAB

Keep Ya Head Up Tupac Tupac Inspiration - reference 
to “The Blacker the Berry” in 
the first line

The Revolution Will 
Not Be Televised

Gil Scott-Heron Poetry and Music, proto-hip 
hop

All For Myself Sufjan Stevens Sampled on Hood Politics

Pyramid Song Radiohead Similar harmonically to How 
Much a Dollar Cost

Reminisce Bilal, Mos Def, 
Common

Bilal is featured on multiple 
songs

Witchcraft (feat. 
Robert Glasper)

Terrace Martin, 
James Fauntleroy

Terrace, Glasper, and James 
Fauntleroy all featured on 
TPAB

The Payback James Brown James Brown (duh) plus “I 
can dig rappin” line is quoted 
in King Kunta

I Left My Heart in 
Ladera

Terrace Martin, Alex 
Isley, Robert Glasper

Terrace, Glasper, and Alex 
Isley, Daughter of Ernie (Isley 
Bro)

Lie To Kick It Tupac Kendrick references this on 
“You Ain’t Gotta Lie” 

You’re Getting a Little 
Too Smart

Detroit Emeralds These drums are sampled on 
“You Ain’t Gotta Lie”

That Lady, Pts 1&2 The Isley Bros Sample on “i” - the climax of 
the album


