IF SHE WANTS
TO LIVE LIKE A
SLOB, FINE.

HER SIDE OF
THE GODDAMN
ROOM!

MY
ROOMMATE
IS ASUCH A
FUCKING
NIGHTMARE!

I CAN'T
TAKE IT
ANYMORE!




I can't wait til next
year when I can
live with you.

T've asked her
over and over to
try to be neater!

Oh, you guys are
dorming together
next year?

Yeah, we
kind of. are. Do you
know what
you're doing

next year?
Howie, Josh and I

want to get an off campus
apartment together. Howie
and I are going to room
together, but since there's
only three of us we still need
to find a fourth person to
room with Josh.

Oh, that's
cool. Wait, what
about Ben though?

Ben's
gonna live in
his frat house.

Aw, that's kinda
sad. Howie and Ben
have lived together
since freshman year.

Yeah, I know.
They've been talking
about it for a while though
so it's not like Ben blindsided g
him or anything. But I'm sure
Howie's bummed about it.

But she won't
listen to me! She
doesn't even try!




...50, I heard
Howie came out
to you.

Yeah, the other
week. He came out
to Josh too.

I know.

He's trying to be
more open about it. Just
small stuff, like telling the

rest of his friends.

That's awesome.
I'm proud of him.

It's all
thanks to you,
you know.

Howie said that
you were the one who
encouraged him to be himself.
He said he probably wouldn't
have been able to start
coming out so0 soon
if you hadn't.

Oh, speak
of the devil.







Did--
Did he just brush
me off?!

I don't know...
Did he look off
to you guys? )

{ He looked sad
B\, or something.

Okay, good
luck Casey!

... I'll go
check on him,
just in case.

Hey, you're
coming out with
us tonight,

right?

Thanks.
And yeah,
definitely.
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...Yeah,
everything's
fine. Why?

0-oh, okay. I
just thought you
seemed kind of

Anyway,
I have a lot of
homework to
do, so...

Howie,
come on. Talk
to me.

What are
you up to?

...Everything
okay?




Nol Tell me
what's going on!

It's nothing!
Just leave it.

Sooch, let go.
I have shit to do.

Mot until you
tell me what
happened!

Itold you it's
nothing! I'm fine.

Obviously
you're not!

I will be! T don't
want to talk about
it. It's stupid.
Mo it's not!
You're my best pal,
I don't want to see
ou like this.

Dammit,
Sooch, it's--
It's really fucking
stupid. It's just, I--

--T've been trying
to come out to the
rest of my friends. I
told most of them

and, well--

--some of them
are giving me a hard
time about it.




Like, they were being
mean about it?

kidding.

I don't-
I don't think you know
any of them. They're kids
from my classes... Well,
you do know Liam.

Yeah, Sooch,
I know!

You always said
he was no good and I
wouldn't listen. I don't
wanna hear it.

I mean, I knew Liam
could be a dick sometimes
I thought we were friends! I
thought all those guys were
my friends! I didn't
think they'd--

You know what,
I don't know why I'm
even surprised.

Howie! Don't
say that...

Well it's the truth!
The reality is I'm gonna
get a lot of shit for what
I am. I don't know what
I was expecting!




Howie, fisten to me! That's not true!

What do you
know! Like, if my
friends reacted
like that--

--then
what the hell
will everyone
else say?!

Just forget it!
I don't even care--

My god,
Howie,.! I--

I've never
seen you like
this before!

I don't know
what those guys
said that made
you so upset,
but--

--forget them!
They're not your
friends!




Ben, Steph,
Molly, Josh---
We're all your friends.
And we will always

have your back.

And anyone who
doesn't isn't really your
friend. Fuck what
they think.

If someone's got
a problem with you

I'll kick their ass.

I didn't think

r— N about the backlash
. you might get.

...This is all my
fault. I was the
one who pushed
you to come out.



I shouldn't
have--




...Besides, you're
right. Who cares
what they think.

" Idon't regret
teling them... I was
just surprised, I guess.
I'm sorry for freaking
out on you.

...Thank you,
Sooch.

But you don't have
anything to be sorry for.
The way those guys reacted
has got nothing to
do with you.



to be
perfectly honest

When it comes
down to it, I guess I
don't really care
what anybody
thinks.

And if I lose a few

friends over it, fine.

I don't need anyone else...
as long as I have y--







B-B-B-Ben!
T-this isnt-
We were just-

I'm just having
a bad day.

....Well maybe
not to your face.

What happened?
Did somone make fun
of you cuz your hair

is weird again.

No one ever
made fun of my
hair before?
Ben what
the hell




You'd feel even better if
you came with us to the frat
tonight. We're having a party and
it should be a lot of fun.

We got a couple kegs,
and everyone is gonna be
there. It'll help you forget about
whatever's bugging you.

Alright,
I'll go.

I'm just
fucking with
you.

Seriously though,
you okay?

I don't know...
I just don't think I'm
up for it tonight.

\ .
, ...I wish you'd come.

I think Ben's right. Plus
it'll be a lot more fun if
you're there.




Mot with
that attitude,
dumbass!

We haven't lost
yet and we're not
gonna start now!

Step aside,
I'll show ya how
it's done.

I don't think
we're gonna win
this one--







Alright, party's
over! Everybody

Come on
people, move it!
I don't have
all night!

Hey. Listen, the
party's not really over. We're
just trying to get rid of all
the random people we
don't know.

You guys can
stay longer if
you want.




Yeah, me too.
I think I'm ready
to call it a night.

....I think I'm
gonna head back.
I'm really tired.

Well, okay. T'll
See you guys
later then.

Oh, Howie. Just so
you know I'm probably not
coming back tonight. It's
gonna be a late night so
I'm just going to
sleep here.

So if you wake up
in the morning and I'm
not there, you know

where I am.




Will you guys
be okay getting
back?

Yeah, yeah,
we'll be fine.
Have fun!

Alright. See

you tomorrow. .

How are
you feeling?

I'm okay.
You?

I'm alright. I'm
exhausted though.
If you're good I'm
gonna go to bed-




| want to hang
out with you longer.
Don't go yet.

but | don't think |

Listen, | had a - ¢ — can stay awake
really shitty day_ | S
Just want to spend

some mare time e J | know, | know.
with you. ) , =] Only for a little.

any longer...

Please?

Don't you think that
when Ben comes back,
maybe, he might get

the wrong idea..?

when he walked
in on us earlier, I'm
pretty sure that for a
moment he thought
you and | were...
you know.

And if stuff like
that keeps happening,
he might really start to

think that we're...

| don't know.




0-oh. Well,
I mean...

...It's only Ben. Even if
he did misunderstand, it's
nothing an explanation
couldn't fix, right?

Besides, he said
he's not coming back
tonight... remember?

...Solit'slokay as long as Ben . \
isn‘t'here toisee it? A ...Oh, right.
A I forgot.

I guess I
could hang out
for a little.

For a second I though that Sooch was
acting paranmd about Ben because me
was embarassed about belng close to me

...I wonder if it's
not that he's
embarassed...

could easily misunderstandlit t@ be rOMantic

if they[see]itha——=

-




I'mean, clearly he/s not uncomfortable
being|closelike this!

And when I hugged himiearlier;
I was absolutely_n@t holding him/inia way
that friends usually hugifriends.

But before|Ben walked it, it didnit seem) like
Sooch .was bothered being touched:like that:

And whenkI kissed hlm“""runk iomnot,
normally’any, strau_:;ht«guyr WEjEJd be
seriously botheredéb?’that* @
77

The only reason Sooch let me hug
him like that was because he was
being a good friend.

Ugh. Stop.
Just stop.

And the only reason he’s scared of
Ben is because he doesn’t want to be
mistaken for bemg gay.
. Those are
, some
dangerous
thoughts,

Howie.

getting yourself
excited{over nothing.

Iim/justsearching for'signs
thatihe mightilike me back
when there really aren’t any.
Whatithe hell am| T thinking?

More/importantly, whatithe hell
am! I doing/?

Gettiing him/to lay downiin
my, bed withime...




This is from

freshman year!

Wasn't I supposed to
be distancing myself
from him?

Yeah.
That's the day

Wasn't I supposed to
be giving up on him?

this was only a
year ago.

I feel like
we've known
each other

forever.

...What made

you want to take
Oh...

I don't know.

I feel like I met so
many great people here.
Especially compared to
high school.

I want to
remember
everything.




I feel the same way.

That's what I'd been
trying so hard to do, but...

Just about meeting
better people here than
in high school.




...Really? From all the stores you
told me it sounded like you had a lot
of friends in high school.

I'm sure they

didn't mean it like Alot of

reasons... like,

- ) they'd always rip on
ometimes friends me since I was bad at
get mean when they school. They'd call
joke around... me stupid...
What? I'm
sure they were

meant what
they said.

They just weren't
very good friends.

... TOU never
called me stupid.










The party got busted!
Someone called the cops on
us over a noise complaint.

And when they
got there, there was

underage drinking is
5 assumed._

—

Aw. I'm sorry

o

' I' you doing here? |
thought you said you
weren't coming

And now the frat
is getting this huge
fucking fine...

your night sucked.

It was totally
worth it. And we'll
split the fine between
all the brothers so it

['wish you
were there.

) What? It
\ didn'tsuck. J

Before the cops
showed up it was
awesome!



I You knowwha Bt et ot i B
come back early because

your bed time is at
like, nine o'clock.

your problem is?!

And you were "tired".
You goddamn grandpa.

You're so damn
uptight! All you do is
study and you never

do fun things with
me anymore.

For god's sake, you
are in college! You need
to live more and stop
worrying about
dumb shitl

You must learn how
to embrace lifel

Even though it
may devour you.

Hey, don't
look at me
like that.

advising you
because | care...




Dude, no offense,

And sorry if it's
uncomfortable that I'm
pointing this out, but. ..

You're getting
kind of fat.

Sorry man. But
like | said—

because | care. |r

It's just




__What have | done?!

Listen, he's really

{ drunk... | don't think he'II}

think anything of it._.
R

Why don't you try
going to bed? It'll help
you sober up.

Hold on, I'll think
of something....

If he goes to sleep | can
sneak Sooch out of here....




But if you're tired
you should go to bed.

O-oh. Well if you
try laying down you
might start to-

What?
Dude, you know
| have trouble sleeping
whenever | drink.

Wl













Ben's finally






















You're fucking
AoIsy.

the fuck,

Please let no one be
in the hallway.

Come on,
COmE on...













