chapter nineteen

. Where are
\ you going....

| gotta use the
bathrom. I'll be
right back.










No thanks.

I don't like it!

You literally
posed for me.

remember doing

Do you remember
yesterday? You were
pretty drunk....




| remember
everything from
yesterday.

unfortunately |
can't delete the
picture, then.

==

You have to face
the consequences of your
own actions.







You want
coffee?

What time
did you get back
last night?

T ——

| didn't plan on
staying out that
late. I'm tired.




Wow, you're
gonna cook

= ~
) - “4 What do you want
0 \  for breakfast?

\

- e
Of course.
Anything for you-







So, it's Saturday.
Was there anything you
wanted to do?




Oh yeah! Sooch is
done with classes!

You guys wanna
go to the beach!?

Hmm... It's probably
too late in the
day for that




Well, we should
do something! We have
to celebrate.

Guys! We're not
celebrating anything. | don't
even know if | passed yet.

Come on,
stop saying that.
You passed,

for that.

And either way classes

are behind you now. You
deserve to have fun.

There's a really
good taco place that-
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Oh, crap! The
writing showcase!

My professor
emailed me. He says
they need to know what
I'll be submitting.

| completely forgot.....

Oh.... when is the
showcase again?




You know.... you don't
have to do the showcase,
if you don't want to.

What? Yes | do! |
already told my professor
| would do it!

| know you did.




But it's completely
understandable that you're too tired
| todo any sort of extra work. From what
But.... | thought you \ \ you've told me about your professor,
wanted me to do it.... L) | think he'll understand.

| mean....
sure | did. | was
excited for you.

And | thought it was
awesome that you were
\ Picked to participate. /

But not if it's gonna
stress you out.

If you don't want to
do it anymore, it's okay.

Or, you know. They
have these showcases every
year. You can do one later
on, if you still want to. When
you're in a better place.




| guess....
you're right.

I'll think about it.

#%1'/don't want to do the
showcase anymore.

But.... | still feel like I'should:

(i

| don't want to let my
professor. down. | know,that
Howie's right- that he'd understand!

But | really liked him. He was,good to me.

And he's helping to Hostithis thing. }
- |




Ifalso,wantedjtoldolitibecause;

I've been trying so hard to be better.




\

\
\
\

1. uesl,s..._g\
| think it over

Butiif|lldid{dojitiwhat}
wouldlllwritelabout?

his weekend.

[doesnst{even

\lhejshowcase]
havelanyjguidelinesfogthemes
















I[donitiunderstand|Lliam¥

How are things
with you and Liam
these days?

Fine, | guess. |
see him around every
so often. Why?




Heldislikesime*

Hejtriedjto]pickialfightiwith|me
e

homophobic

lifiguredithatiitiwas|becauselhe/somehow,
Wm between
anﬂmmﬂm@y&yﬁ;

/And soflithoughtithatiliam[must:
definitely/dislike]Howieasimuchlasihe

apparently dislikesimeY|! liam;sibeen
ﬂaﬂh@ﬁf-ﬂ

Wﬁéﬂﬁ‘-&ﬁ&@&ﬁﬁ]&fm
m 't&anih,aiﬁlﬂmﬁsm
Howielconsider{liam{al mim
mﬁﬁﬁﬂmmm &ﬂii@

Emmysmmﬂke
ﬁﬂa:ﬁ]ymtﬁ!h

Can | get you
any drinks while
you wait?
Doesjthatimean SEa
thatlliam|just{dislikesime?

\ 1




Uh... yeah. Could
| get a heinekin?

40
I-E & &1
\ X5
d Oh. Sure. Can

| see your ID?

You look so young.
Here you go.




Uh, can | get
anything for you two?

Uh.... could | get
a heinekin....too?

Sure, I'll be right
back with those.

He stares at my license
for five goddamn minutes and
he doesn't even check yours?

You're the ones who aren't
even twenty-one!




Congratulations
again on finishing.

No.... we
aren't celebrating.

Yes, we are.

Seriously,
knock it off!




Everyone knows
that summer classes
are the worst.

You have to
celebrate yourself.

And for you two?

I'm alright,
thanks,




You sure? We're
celebrating, remember?

Yeah, I'm sure.
| drank a little too
much yesterday.

Ifiwejrelinsistingoncelebrating jthen
whatjl[reallyfwantitoldojtolcelebratelisigetibackihome
and)finallyfspendjtimelwith|tiowiewithoutfany/stressfor
worryjorianythinglelsefgettinglinithelway

..."_-" £ D)

I'll have another.

That place
was so good.

| know! | order
take out from them
all the time.




What? Ng, let's
just go home.

Hey, why don't
we go to Ben's?

Aw, come on. Not yet.
This is the first time we've
really been able to hang out
this whole summer.

We can't
just show up.

Sure we can!
We're always
welcome there!

We're literally not.
His brothers are sick of
seeing us there.
Ben said so.

Bet you twenty bucks
Ben will let us in if |
give him this taco.







Josh.... you
were here |ess than
twelve hours ago.

| have a taco.




Why don't
you go ahead.

I'm not really
feeling that great....

| think | might just
take Sooch back and
have a quiet night in.

U-unless.... you
think you want to
stay after all?

But.... Really??




Yeah, yeah.
Whatever. Go have
your quiet time.

Ben and | will
have the taco all to
ourselves, then.

You're not making
the persuasive point that
you think you are.

We'll see
you later.




| feel bad about Josh.

It's just that Ben's frat is
literally the last place |
want to be right now.

In his defense, he was just
trying to do things he thought
you'd want to do. You were at
Ben's frat all the time last year.

Last year was a
million years ago.




Do you.... want
to finish that movie
we were watching
yesterday?

o

Okay. We can watch
it on my laptop.







Am | ever gonna
get that back?

| thought you
gave it to me.

You want it?

| mean.... | think |
pull it off. Don't you?







....Is this
comfortable
for you?













R










Yeah. | want
you to promise me
something.

....Do you think
we can make a rule?

If you ever feel
uncomfortable, or if you

don't want to do something....

Or if you change your mind
about something....

| want you to promise
me that you'll tell me. Always
tell me. I'll never be mad,
or disappointed.

It would just make
me feel better knowing
that you'll tell me....




Um.... Right
now, | just want to
kiss, | think.....























































... feel like
I'm dreaming.




I'm being
serious!

You're being
dramatic!

You're kidding,
right?




Look at where we are
now compared to where
we started out.

There used to be a time
when | didn't think you could like
me back. | never thought |
could have this.

I'm the luckiest
guy in the world!

The chances of this
working out the way
it has were so, so slim.

Whenever | think about it,
it blows my mind...

| was once so sure....

....we would never
amaount to anything.




Come here.




It is pretty wild....
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end of chapter nineteen




