TYW Introduction II
The Thirty Years War was a conflict which lasted from 1618-1648. Inconsistent in its fury and impact, the conflict was based mostly within the Holy Roman Empire, or for the modern equivalent, across the northern parts of Germany, along the Rhine, in the southeast in the lands of the modern-day Czech Republic, and in portions of Flanders, the Baltic, Russia, Poland, Hungary and several other theatres besides. The Thirty Years War itself was a strange beast, because it grew from a Holy Roman constitutional affair into an international and interconnected set of conflicts between the major powers in Europe; principally the Austrian and Spanish branches of the Habsburg dynasty, France, Sweden, Denmark, the Dutch Republic and to a lesser extent, England, Poland and Russia. By its end great swathes of Europe had been utterly devastated, on a scale and with a ferocity never before seen or imagined possible. 
A veritable morass of issues was encapsulated within the Thirty Years War. Yet, the conflict was not as continuous or straightforward as its moniker might suggest. Indeed, much like another conflict, the Hundred Years War, the Thirty Years War was characterised by the entry and exit of a several powers, the continuation and pausing of several related conflicts, and the dissemination and adoption of several ideals and goals. In the past, its changing nature has led some historians to question the legitimacy of the term Thirty Years War.[footnoteRef:1] Although the Habsburg family remained a constant fixture, the war spilled into different theatres and in the case of the Franco-Spanish conflict which emerged from it, the 1648 deadline was totally ignored – a fact which compelled one historian to refer to the Thirty Years War as ‘a largely factitious conception which has, nevertheless, become an indestructible myth.’[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  The historian S. H. Steinberg disagrees with the term Thirty Years War, and upholds that the label is a modern one, with no more credence than the War of the Roses moniker. See S. H. Steinberg, The 'Thirty Years War' and the Conflict for European Hegemony 1600-1660 (London, 1966), pp. 1-2; S. H. Steinberg, 'The Thirty Years War: A New Interpretation', History, xxxii (1947), pp. 89-102. Peter H. Wilson called such a view ‘influential but unconvincing’, in Sourcebook, p. 334. Yet, it is in the 2001 article by Geoff Mortimer that the debate is conclusively decided in favour of the term’s validity, so I will apply the term in this work as well. See G. Mortimer, ‘Did Contemporaries Recognize a 'Thirty Years War'?’, The English Historical Review, Vol. 116, No. 465 (Feb., 2001), pp. 124-136. For an additional perspective see Guenther H. S. Mueller, ‘The "Thirty Years' War" or Fifty Years of War’, The Journal of Modern History, Vol. 50, No. 1, On Demand Supplement (Mar.,1978), pp. D1053-D1056.]  [2:  See N. M. Sutherland, 'The Origins of the Thirty Years War and the Structure of European Politics', ante, CVii (1992), pp. 587-625; referenced in this case is p. 587.] 

Certainly, as a set of conflicts the Thirty Years War has its roots in the Habsburg-Bourbon rivalry as much as it has roots in the Reformation, the constitution of the Holy Roman Empire or the Dutch revolt against Spain. As an event in history the Thirty Years War defies simple classification. Never before had the intervention of France occurred on such a scale in Germany, or the intervention of the Scandinavian powers been seen in mainland Europe at all. Never before had the Reformation fuelled such a long-lasting conflict. Never before had the constitutionalism of the Holy Roman Empire, or the dynastic ambitions of the House of Habsburg, presented such a compelling list of reasons to continue the war. 
Yet, as important as all of these issues undoubtedly were, it would be too simplistic to look to the balance of power, the religious sectarianism of the era, Habsburg greed or the constitution of the Holy Roman Empire as the sole cause for the conflict’s intensity and duration. To compensate for the fact that the Thirty Years War encompasses several issues and conflicts at once, it is arguably easier and more appropriate to divide the conflict into four phases:
Phase 1: Years of Armed Neutrality and Division; 1598-1618.[footnoteRef:3] 
Where issues of religious and constitutional disagreement within the Holy Roman Empire came to the fore. [3:  This term and timeline is also utilised by Geoffrey Parker in his seminal work on the Thirty Years War. See Chapter IV in the contents page of Geoffrey Parker, Europe in Crisis.] 

Phase 2: Years of Habsburg Supremacy; 1619-1623. 
Where issues relating to the Holy Roman Empire’s constitution, and opportunism of the interested powers, provided a major focus.
Phase 3: Years of Intervention; 1624-1634. 
Where states outside of the Holy Roman Empire felt compelled to intervene in the name of their interests and security.
Phase 4: Years of Coalitions; 1635-1648. 
Where the conflict widened as France declared war on both branches of the Habsburgs, which focused the aforementioned issues, exacerbated the intensity of the war across the continent and prolonged its duration. 
In podcast terms, I plan to have between 12 and 16 episodes dedicated to each part, with allowances made for more intense or involved periods of history as we go along. Note also that the study begins in the decades before 1618; the purpose of rooting this study so far back is to give context and meaning to the decisions made by the affected actors. Political violence, religious tension, constitutional powerlessness and a sense of impending fear all helped increase the potential for conflict, and unless we establish our examination at the beginning of such concerns, we will never be able to truly grasp why the Bohemians believed they had no other choice than to throw their master’s officials out of the windows. 
Our analysis of the conflict will thus take a chronological approach, and will follow the aforementioned formula when attempting to piece together the disparate events of the Thirty Years War. I should add as well that as part of this mission to place the reader or listener in the era with a greater feel for the 17th century world, we will begin this series not with the typical narrative of the TYW, but with an analysis of 17th century warfare, as we construct a picture of how battles and sieges were fought, and the challenges, tactics, innovations, technology and weaponry which so distinguish them are unpacked as we go. This series on 17th century warfare will take 12 episodes, and once we complete that, then our narrative of the TYW will properly be allowed to begin.
It is my responsibility to bring the listener into the 17th century and present the era as objectively as possible. It is my responsibility not necessarily to justify the actions of the greedy, the opportunistic or the merciless, but to place the decisions and behaviours of such individuals in the context of the era. As we have seen with Friedrich Friese’s experience, the realities of the sack of Magdeburg were not even so black and white as a case of the evil preying upon the good. Paradoxically, even while the 17th century was very different to our modern world, by putting aside our pre-conceived notions or expectations of human behaviour, we often find that the individuals living through the living nightmare of the Thirty Years War were not so different to us. They feared for the safety of their families, for their personal fortunes and for their lives amidst a constantly worsening crisis which seemed to dominate every aspect of their world. 
These fears would prove justified. By the time of the peace treaties at Westphalia in 1648, the population of the Holy Roman Empire would have decreased from roughly 20 million to 13.5 million. Entire families were destroyed or displaced, villages and towns were annihilated, and the demographic makeup of entire kingdoms was forever altered.[footnoteRef:4] At the highest level, such decisions were made by men who had to answer to no one; Princes, Kings and Emperors who wielded the power and influence necessary to command the fates of soldiers, citizens and entire families. Narratives of the Thirty Years War will necessarily examine the aims and actions of such highly positioned individuals, as it was they who controlled the pace and course of the war. At the same time though, we should bear in mind that the consequences of such decisions were borne by the common citizen – the likes of Friedrich Friese, whose family managed, despite the odds, to make it out of Magdeburg alive.  [4:  C.V. Wedgewood, The Thirty Years War (London: Pimlico, 1992), p. 79; Georges Pages, The Thirty Years War 1618-1648 (London: Adam and Charles Black, 1970) , p. 74.] 

In the case of Magdeburg, Ferdinand II’s enemies could argue that the Holy Roman Emperor was supposed to be the protector of such subjects, not the harbinger of apocalyptic punishment against them. Yet, although Magdeburg aroused shock and horror among contemporaries in 1631, it did nothing to lessen the intensity of the war in the years that followed. There was no universal recoiling from the idea of continuing the war, because by 1631, the monster had mutated from its once manageable size to the point that, as the King of Sweden, Gustavus Adolphus then said, ‘all the wars that are afoot in Europe have become one war.’[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Cited in Geoffrey Parker, Europe in Crisis 1598-1648 (Glasgow; Fontana, 1979), p. 14.] 

Indeed this interconnectedness of Europe at the time of the TYW meant that even those powers which did not actively involve themselves, such as Poland, the Ottoman Empire, Russia or Britain, became involved in other ways. Examining these connections, established through complex but fascinating diplomatic ties, will be our aim in addition to placing the motives of these external actors in context. Diplomacy is of course the raison d’etre of this podcast, and will be of this series as well. My theme of For God or the Devil is not concerned with the citizen of the HRE per se, but with his ruler. The agreements and negotiations which led certain figures to bring their realm onto one side of the conflict or the other – these will be of great interest to us, and all the while I wish to emphasise, that in Germany’s case in particular, it was nigh on impossible to refrain from picking a side, as most of the time, your adversary would pick your side for you by issuing you with a threatening letter, or appearing fully armed outside of your borders.
The Elector of Brandenburg has already provided us with an example of how hard this choice is to make, but of course our coverage won’t extend just to those beleaguered princes and potentates. We will also have to provide an examination of the aims and motives of the major figures who enthusiastically involved themselves in the war. From the beginning, with Frederick V of the Palatinate and Ferdinand II of Habsburg, two distinct camps were established. Even while the cast of characters changed, the existence of these two stark choices would not vanish for the next three decades. It is for this reason that I started a kind of marketing campaign, encouraging you to pick either Team Frederick or Team Ferdinand, with t-shirts to match. To find out more about that and to make your choice in t-shirt form, make sure you go to our shop, by following the link in the description of this episode. As powers filtered in and out of these two camps with varying consequences, Europe was brought further and further into an inescapable abyss – the early modern European equivalent of a total war.
It will obviously be no small task to properly account for the involvement of the major actors in the TYW. To do this we will need access to a wide variety of source material, so it’s a good thing we have exactly that. I possess a vast number of books on the conflict, and from various perspectives thanks to my own personal interest and to years spent browsing on Amazon. I also have access to databases like JSTOR which means that those very specific articles on some very specific points are at my fingertips too. Acquiring and collating these hundreds of sources into a bibliography will be a formidable task all by itself, but this should be done within a few months when the research and writing of the series has been finished. Until then, $1 patrons and above will be able to access the scripts for each of these episodes, which will all be footnoted and referenced so you can track the sources down that way if you’re a very eager history friend.
If I could summarise the three major aims of this series, and the book which is out in November – zing! – then they would be the following. First, to provide a brand new narrative of the TYW which is as accessible, interesting and fun to listen to as possible, and to make sure that we can all listen to it and get some enjoyment out of it regardless of our previous knowledge of the era or the conflict. Second, and in line with the previous point, I want our narrative to provide the best, most authoritative account of the diplomatic, political activities of the powers involved in the TYW. I want this series to stand as the benchmark for other series that try to tackle the TYW, and I want it to serve as one of WDF’s defining projects. I know that a great number of you are very fond of our original series on the TYW, but there was a lot about that series I didn’t like, and when I started the project all the way back in autumn 2013, I didn’t even know how it was going to end up. I did my best to traverse the conflict, and eventually got into my groove, but if anyone got lost and confused the first time around, then I hope you’ll give the era a second chance here.
My third aim is very much tied in with the previous aims of wanting to create an accessible narrative, and wanting to create the history podcast account of the TYW’s tangled, fascinating diplomacy. For the third aim, I have a somewhat negative goal, in that I don’t want this series to seem like a cheap or lazy resurrection of our older TYW series. This is not a case of me simply remastering that old series, and in addition to the completely rewritten, re-researched and restructured series itself, I’m also planning to bring some new features to it.
The first of these is something I’ve been working on for a while, and which will take us immediately into the heat of battle. This is the 17th century warfare miniseries, which comes in twelve parts, and which will properly introduce us not just to what warfare was like in the 16th and 17th centuries – since we’ll be giving some background along the way – but also what historians think of the period, and whether it is correct to classify the 17th century, as some historians do, as a period of military revolution. If there was a military revolution, then who was responsible for it, and what changes occurred that enabled European armies to employ tactics such as fire by rank with mass volleys of muskets, instead of the vaunted tercio pikemen squares of old? 
Questions like these and studies which examine the details of each individual European state, be it England, the Netherlands, Spain, or France etc. will also populate the miniseries. As of now, it’s kind of difficult to put a finger on exactly what the miniseries will do. It will mean different things to different people, and certain parts of it will interest some listeners, whereas other parts will really draw listeners in. Either way, it’s something I’m really looking forward to bringing out to you guys, and it is a completely new addition to the TYW which obviously was not there the first time around. This series will be released before we sink our teeth into the main body of the TYW series, but as an introduction to how the states involved that conflict did battle, I feel it makes sense to start with it even while it means putting off our narrative for a few weeks.
A second feature of this TYW series is the frequency of guests. I should state from the offset that Sean will be returning for what I plan on making regular TALK episodes, wherein we discuss and condense what had come before in a format which is markedly different to my solo episodes. Some of you guys love the TALK episodes, others not to so much, and that’s fine of course, but by releasing these supplementary episodes, we have the opportunity to sink our teeth into the finer points of the content, and to nerd out about it, on a scale that the solo episodes don’t really allow. I hope you’ll join me for them, and an obvious thanks must go to Sean, who is giving up his free time to be with us and talk about history. 
Sometimes we’re goofy and maybe you’re not always in the mood for our latest take on the best way to BEFIT, but I promise you, if you enjoyed our two TALK episodes where we talked about the timeline of the TYW, and which I released on WDF’s 6th birthday, then you’re going to love the detail and dorkiness on display for the future TALK episodes too. At the very least, TALK episodes break up the sometimes grinding experience of just having me and me alone talk to you for 40 minutes in each instalment. This way you get a bit of a break, and you are reminded of the fact that I am very far from a serious history academic, even while I do love footnotes. Instead, I am a history friend like all of you, and I get as much of a kick as you do by what’s in front of me.
Note though that I did say guests. I don’t want to make any promises, since I don’t know whether certain people will reply to me or not, but while I will be trying to get authors that wrote books on the TYW on this show, I will also be getting my history podcasting peers on, and in some cases I will even be joining them to talk about the TYW as well, so make sure you keep your ears ready for those cross-pollination efforts, since we always have a blast when we join forces with other history podcasters. 
A third point I should make is on the music, though admittedly, since I discovered the extent of Civilisation IV’s soundtrack in my original series on the TYW, much of what I plan to use here has been used before. This time though, between Gregorian Chant and a more intelligent use of such music, I hope to create a more seamless, immersive audio experience. Full rights for any music used goes to Fireaxis games and 2K etc., and any Gregorian Chant music used will have the rights displayed in the show’s description. Since we got away with it before, I am not worried about the copyright hammer being smacked down on us here, but in case it does, I will of course meekly remove the music used, even though it’s not really harming anyone. The reason why I’m using it in the first place is because I believe distinguishing between this series and others, like the KW for example, is important. The style of the series is surely one of the best ways to do this, and it will be immediately obvious that you’re not listening to the KW when you switch to an episode of the TYW, since there will be no MASH intro, but our classic WDF intro, sprinkled with some aforementioned musical treats.
So those are the three aims of this series; to create a fun and accessible account of the TYW; to create the benchmark account of the diplomacy of the conflict, and to clearly distinguish it from my previous efforts of covering the conflict with some extras and refinements which weren’t there the first time around. With all that said, this intro episode here has nearly served its purpose, but before we go we need to make two notes, first on the schedule, and second, how Patreon will come into this TYW series. Let’s look at the schedule first.
One of the most striking things about releasing the TYW series is that this time around, it is only one of two, and if you’re plugged into Patreon, one of three series that we have going. This fact may scare you, but as I’ve said elsewhere, I believe it’s acceptable for several reasons, not least of which is the fact that this conflict erupted 400 years ago this year, and if you were to travel back to Prague four centuries ago, you would be able to watch these incredible events play themselves out as we recount them. This very satisfying anniversary alone is enough to make me feel compelled to release this series, and love for the KW means that I could not pause that series for anything more than a month. However, with these different series running around, it is important to clarify the release schedule of the TYW series, and whether it will go on any breaks during its release schedule.
First of all, it should be said that a new episode of the TYW series will be released every Wednesday once we return to the KW and begin our two episodes a week schedule. From the week beginning on 18th June in other words, there will be at least two episodes available to all listeners every single week, and absolutely free of charge. I’ll talk about helping out monetarily if you so desire in a bit, but first I need to talk about the very jam packed schedule of WDF going forward, and how we are very much a slave to anniversaries in general, and not just this significant 400th one. For those listeners hearing me now in 2019 or 2020 etc., this will be obvious to you all already, but to everyone else, we need to talk about what happens to WDF from November 2018, or more specifically, what happens once we begin our Versailles Anniversary Project.
In case you weren’t aware, we intend to mark that very significant event, when the guns went silent on the Western Front at last, and when a series of events led to the Paris Peace Conference, a whole load of diplomacy, and several hurt feelings. That’s all to come and I’m very excited about it, but to do this event justice I plan on going all in with Versailles from November 2018 to June 2019. During that six month period, we won’t be releasing any content other than that which covers Versailles, and our release schedule will be all over the place as we detail events that occurred 100 years ago to that day – think of our release schedule during the JCAP and you’ll know what to expect. 
By November 2018, our series on the KW will absolutely have finished, but the TYW series certainly will not. However, I feel like it wouldn’t really be practical to release episodes on the TYW during that time, and to release such episodes would actually take away from the story I’m trying to tell with Versailles, so we’re going to put the TYW on a break until we finish Versailles, and all being well, the TYW series will return in July 2019. By that time, with the KW and the VAP both finished, we will be focusing only on the TYW series, so if you find the two episode a week schedule unbearable, don’t worry, it only lasts for five months, specifically from June-October 2018.
Hopefully you understand my reasoning for doing this. I have heard a great deal of feedback from you guys about my release schedule, and how you only have so many hours in the day as it is. I don’t even know how many episodes this TYW series will contain, but I would estimate that it will require at least, but likely more than, fifty. With that said, I also don’t know how long the TYW will run for, and considering my ambitions for the future with Cambridge and everything else, I feel it makes good sense to provide you with solid content by not throwing it at you all at once – the period of June-October 2018 notwithstanding of course. 
Whatever happens, you should know that once we do finish our TYW series, after resuming it in July 2019, WDF will be taken over by another series, that of PINYL, which I have on good authority contains close to 100 episodes, so yeah, we’ll be looking at that for a while, while in the Patreon feed, as soon as 1956 – the eventful year finishes, we’ll be switching to our much-hyped series the Age of Bismarck. There’s really no point in me giving an ETA for any of this, since plans and schedules can change, but I can at least provide you with enough info so that you know what series will come after each finished project we take on. Hopefully, that’ll be enough info to keep you guys satisfied, but if you want some more clarity, I’m only an email away.
Speaking of Patreon though, it should be emphasised that every episode you hear in WDF will be absolutely free, but that they will contain a measure of ads and personal ads from yours truly. They will absolutely not be invasive, and won’t contain any mid roll ads – the most you’ll be subjected to are ads at the very beginning of an episode, and ads just after that background gong noise. Hopefully this doesn’t turn you off, but you can be assured that once that last ad finishes following the gong, the story is there to be enjoyed without any interruptions or pesky mid-roll ads so that’s nice. If you’d like to live in a world without ads, then I would recommend checking out WDF’s Patreon page by going to ____. For just $1 a month, yes $1, you can access not just ad-free episodes of the TYW, but also the scripts which I wrote and read from to form these episodes. These scripts are complete with references so that if you’re curious, you can follow what I said to its scholarly source. 
$1 is thus all it takes to remove the ads – think of it as an ad-blocker if you like, and one which provides you with additional benefits the higher you go. For $2, you’ll get ad-free episodes of WDF’s others series like the KW and Versailles, and for $5, you’ll get access to those exclusive series like the Jan Sobieski biography, 1956 and in time, the Age of Bismarck. If you like what I do here at WDF, and if you feel like this history is worth your money, then Patreon is the best way to monetarily support. If you’ve got some coins jangling in your pocket that you just can’t get rid of though, then why not place those coins in one of those charity bins, take out your credit card instead, and pre-order our TYW book purchase our t-shirts from our shop at ____? The book FGOTD is out in November 2018, and if you like to read, I would highly recommend it, since it’ll be in the ballpark of 500 pages, at least.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other than that, one of the best ways to support is to spread the word by telling people about what we’re about to do here, and by telling them that an accessible, enjoyable account of the tangled diplomacy of the TYW is available for free online. All they have to do is find me, and if they’re feeling brave, pick a side and a t-shirt – are you Team Ferdinand, or Team Frederick? You can keep up with the discussion and debate by connecting with us on social media of course, and by visiting our new TYW section on our website located securely in the description of this episode, where all the latest episodes on the TYW can be found. So that’s going to do it for this final introductory episode. The next time you see me it’ll be to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the defenestration of Prague, so I hope you join me for that. A huge thanks to all of you for listening here and giving the TYW one more chance. My name is Zack, you are a lovely history friend, and I’ll be seeing you all soon.
