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A Prisoner like no OtherA Prisoner like no Other
Grayspire Isle has been abandoned for at least a couple of centuries now but before the wild ocean tide
and the strong winds of Latakar brought it to ruin, it was home to one of the most revered collections
of knowledge on the seas of Latakar.

Anyone who would like to know about a sea creature or an old underwater ruin would most certainly
find their answer in the books stored in the Drowned Archives. They were called the Drowned Archives
because the building would be submerged for most of the year. This made access to the books of the
library difficult and very sparse.

It was not long before a strong tide broke through the walls of the library and for the first time in history,
literally drowned the building.

Thought to be abandoned, few have visited Grayspire Isle since the catastrophe just because many
thought that all was lost. To the creatures that live underwater though, the drowning of the library was
only the beginning of their own story, with vast knowledge now available in their hands.

The library now serves as a prison for the Nalar, a vicious race of amphibious creatures that seek to find
glory by empowering themselves with the magicks of nature. The prison however, is host to a very
special creature.

A creature that could send mere mortals in never-ending dreamscapes...
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Introduction
Kelfecil's Tales is all about strong and deep narratives. We
create stories and adventures inspired by art. We believe
that well-designed narratives in TTRPGs can be
extremely important if we want to create memorable and
meaningful stories. For that reason, we put a lot of effort
into designing our adventures, so that you and your
players can later leave the table with something that will
you find difficult to forget.

Quick Adventure Info
This adventure is one of the many short adventures we
release every week for free. Some quick information about
it:

• Recommended Average Party Level (APL): 10
• Experience from Completion: ~25,000
• General Theme: Puzzle Solving, Dungeon Crawl
• Setting: Any, Starlight Chronicles
• Time - Sessions to Finish: x2 session (6-hours)

Adventure Summary
The players go out exploring Grayspire Isle, home to a
once legendary library, filled with knowledge about the
vast oceans of Latakar. Soon enough, they realize that the
Drowned Archives are no longer abandoned and there’s a
strange prisoner here begging to be saved.

Running the Adventure
This adventure is easily adaptable and can easily be run as
a One-Shot, as an added adventure in your campaign or as
part of the Starlight Chronicles setting created by
Kelfecil's Tales.

This adventure takes place during the "Rise of
Astromancy" era in the Astral Chronicles timeline and
setting.

More information on the custom Kelfecil's Tales
campaign setting can be found in the available for free Of
Starlight and Void supplement.

Special Thanks
Kelfeci's Tales would like to extend their gratitude to a

few people that really helped this module come to life.

• All of our Patreon supporters who continue to
give us feedback and all their love and support.

Maps Used
You can find the maps used in this adventure without

the GM notes at the following links:

• Region Map: Isle Grayspire
• Map 1: Drowned Archives Upper
• Map 2: Drowned Archives Lower
• Map 3: The Mindscape

For more variants and gridless versions of the maps go to
Venatus’ Patreon Page.

PATREON SUPPORT
If youwish to support Kelfecil's Tales with writingmore
RPGmodules in the future, you aremore thanwelcome to
do so through our Patreon page.

Patreon supporters get TONS of weekly exclusives, such
as adventures, side quests, dungeon tales, gamebooks,
mini-setting supplements and somuchmore!

https://www.patreon.com/posts/48921857
https://www.patreon.com/posts/48921857
https://i.imgur.com/dBWdeR5.jpg
https://i.imgur.com/hDQ0ODi.jpg
https://i.imgur.com/kCSK86M.jpg
https://i.imgur.com/YOOvsx7.jpg
https://www.patreon.com/venatusmaps
https://www.patreon.com/kelfecil


Background
The Nalar have ascended from the depths of the ocean and
seek to uncover all of Latakar's buried secrets. They are
searching for all sorts of ways to empower themselves so
that they may overpower all other creatures in the realm.

Unlike other races in Latakar, the Nalar do not follow
Ukko or Umi as they see them as foolish beings that
mishandled their own creations. The Nalar are intelligent
enough to know that Ukko and Umi would never
interfere with the actions of mortals and therefore seek to
wage war until all of the lands belongs to them. Even
worse so, until everything is drowned.

One of the first places that the Nalar raided was the
Drowned Archives since a lot of the books that were lost
after the high tide ended up in the hands of the Nalar
sirens. After studying them, they were able to understand
the underwater world much better and now they seek to
tame it to their will.

The once-great library has been transformed into a
prison, holding an Aboleth. The Nalar are holding the
creature there against its will so that they can study its
telepathic powers. They have discovered that Aboleths
can force the minds of weaker creatures to visit
dreamscape-like places. Being telepathic beings
themselves, the Nalar want to find a way to harness this
power and be able to do what Aboleths can do.

The adventurers arrive at Grayspire Isle at what seems the
perfect moment to free this creature as the Nalar are
somewhat scattered and not ready for a prison break.

Adventure Hooks
These are a few ways to introduce the adventure into your
campaign or to get a one-shot started:

• Hear the call. One or more of the adventurers hear
the telepathic call of a creature trapped somewhere
underground. They can follow the call towards
Grayspire Isle.

• Sea Voyage. The party comes upon Grayspire Isle
during one of their trips on a ship. Could be that they
were traveling somewhere else and the Aboleth
pulled the captain's mind towards the Isle.

• Ancient Knowledge. Someone in the party knows
about the Drowned Archives and is therefore
interested in exploring Grayspire Isle just in case they
are able to find something that was previously hidden
or lost.

The Aboleth
The aboleth is the prisoner that the Nalar are holding in
the lowest level of the Drowned Archives. Important
information to know about the aboleth:

• The aboleth will be friendly at all times while guiding
the adventurers. It will, however, tell them lies about
what happened to it and how it got imprisoned.

• When confronted up close, the aboleth could decide
not to harm the adventurers and just try to escape in
order to survive, but ultimately, it does not care for
the lives of its Nalar capturers or the adventurers and
their selfish (as the aboleth sees them) motives.
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The staircase has been destroyed and it leads only halfway
down into the upper level of the Drowned Archives
(room D1). The drop from where the stone staircase stops
all the way down to the ground of the upper level is 45
feet. The adventurers will have to find a way to lower
themselves down as there is no other way down into the
Drowned Archives.

From Upper to Lower Level
In order to reach the lower level, the players will have to
solve a puzzle so that they may access the secret staircase
that is behind the statue in rooms D6 and D10. Important
things to know about the archives and how the puzzle
works:
• Each section of the archives corresponds to a

different kind of sea creature.
• There are 5 statues scattered around the archives.

Once a book corresponding to the right section is
placed in the hands of each one, then the secret
staircase will be revealed.

• If the puzzle is too hard for the players to figure out,
you could allow any book to be placed on any statue
for them to proceed forward.

• Once the players have visited at least 3 out of the 5
rooms that have a statue, have them witness the 1st
Mindscape Sequence.

• If the players are having issues with figuring out the
puzzle, then have them witness more than one
mindscape scene so that you can give them more
hints.

The Mindscape
As soon as the adventurers step on Grayspire Isle, the
aboleth will sense them and will want to start guiding
them towards its prison so that they may free it. It will
transport the adventurers into its ownmindscape in order
to give them guidance as to what they should do next.

• The aboleth presents itself as a woman in a white
dress. It will not reveal its true identity and the
adventurers will not be able to tell what kind of
creature it is, even if they guess that the creature is
presenting itself differently than what it really looks
like.

• The aboleth will not pull the adventurers into the
mindscape if they are in danger such as for example
while in combat or running away from the oncoming
flood in the last part of the scenario.

• While in the mindscape, nobody can be harmed and
even if someone comes into contact with another
being, then nothing will happen and one will pass
through the other.

• There is no damage caused for entering or exiting the
mindscape.

• In order to depict the mindscape scene, there is a
mindscape map provided at the start of this PDF.

Act 1: The Drowned Archives
Should the players approach the entrance to the Drowned
Archives, read the following:

7

SECTION ANDBOOKCOMBINATIONS

Section Room BookName

Reptiles D5 The Lizard’s Tale

Sharks & Rays D6 TheDangerous Fin

Squids &
Octopuses

D10 The Ink and the Tentacle

General Fish D12 A Fish ADay

Extra Statue D2 Hitchhiker’s Guide to
Underwater Domains
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successful, they would recall knowing this to be a statue of
Amior Ferbrynn, one of the most prominent researchers
of the times before the Astral Conflict. If the roll result
was higher than 18 then the person will also recall that
Amior was an expert on sea creatures with psychic
capabilities.

There's nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D3
This room is filled with bookcases that are mostly empty.
There are a couple of books on the ground, all completely
wet from the water that seems to have found a way inside
most of the parts of the archives.

⦿ ''Investigation.'' With a successful roll of DC 15

Investigation Check someone looking at the books left
around the room would be able to tell that they all share a
somewhat similar theme, which is that of sea plants.
There's no mention of sea creatures anywhere which is
quite peculiar for a building that is known for its vast
amount of information on sea creatures.

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D4
This is a small room that the library curator would use in
order to do bookkeeping and other management-related
work. It seems just as damaged as all the other rooms in
the archives with most of the books from the side shelves
missing or on the floor completely wet and damaged
beyond repair.

⦿ ''Investigation.'' With a successful roll of DC 17

Investigation Check someone looking more carefully at
the curator's desk will find a handprint left on it. It does
not seem like a human hand left that there, but rather
something that has connected fingers via a membrane of
some sort like a sea animal's foot would.

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D5
There is a big plaque above a half-destroyed statue on the
western side of the room that reads "REPTILES
SECTION".

This used to be a section where a lot of information on
reptiles of the sea was kept.

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Upholding the Silence

The players must maintain certain low levels of noise
while in the Drowned Archives. Although the archives are
now ruined to a great extent, the magic that once
protected this place from being too loud is still in place. A
security system will activate should the players make too
much noise.

This for example includes things like:
• Talking loudly
• Making toomuch noise while looking through things
• Opening doors loudly
• Using spells that have a speaking requirement

If the adventurers are loud then a warning will be given
telepathically to the person that made the noise. After two
warnings, x1 Sea Couatl will come out to escort the
player outside the Archives. The Sea Couatl will
telepathically asked the player to politely exit the archives
and will also inform them that they are not allowed in the
archives for a full day. If someone resists the Sea Couatl
then they will have to fight against it in combat. The
combat will trigger more warnings though and it is up to
the GM's discretion as to howmany more Sea Couatls will
appear after that.

Room D1
This is the main hall and the place which anyone who
entered the Drowned Archives would first see. Around
the room are x8 green pillars that all seem to have some
sort of writing on them. Due to the damage that the pillars
have sustained, most of the writing is illegible.

One of the pillars, the southernmost one on the left (as
seen on the map) has a bit of text written in common that
is somewhat readable. It says "UPHOLD THE SILENCE" in
all capital letters.

It becomes quickly apparent to the adventurers that sea
water has found a way inside the archives and has
destroyed or damaged most of the building and its assets.

Anyone who takes a closer look at the columns will notice
a book left upright next to one of the columns at the
northern side of the room. The book seems to be in good
condition and is titled "Hitchhiker's Guide to Underwater
Domains".

Room D2
The room at the very south has a stone statue of a robed
human with its hands forward and open as if they were
holding something. It is not someone famous and seems to
have been placed there for safekeeping. Around the room
are several pieces that seemingly belonged to other statues
that were either broken or dismantled. The statue of the
robed human seems intriguingly well-kept in comparison
to everything else in the rest of the Drowned Archives.

⦿ ''History.'' Anyone who takes a closer look at the
statue and knows a good amount of history canmake aDC

16 History Check to see if they recognize the statue. If
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Room D13 and D14
This room used to serve as an exit hall for those that
wanted to exit the archives through its back door (noted

as number 5 on the Grayspire Isle map).

There is a crushed statue at the southwestern corner of the
room. Amidst the rubble is a book titled "A Fish A Day"

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

1st Mindscape Sequence
If the players are not in combat or generally in any danger,
they will be transported into the mindscape by the
imprisoned aboleth which is communicating with them.
For more general explanations on the aboleth and the
mindscape please refer to the paragraphs in the previous
pages.

Since this is the first time that the players enter the
mindscape, read the following when that happens:

Through this first mindscape, the GM will have to play
the aboleth's projection as a desperate woman and explain
how she wants the adventurers to try and free her from
this prison she is in. She will not know exactly how the
puzzles work (unless you want to use this as an
opportunity to give hints) nor will she explain more until
later. Things like who her captors are and where she is
exactly are things she does not know and she will put the
pieces of the puzzle all together down the line, allowing
her to give more hints later on.

Room D6
Just like in Room D5, there is a plaque above a half-
destroyed statue on the northwestern side of the room
that reads "SHARKS & RAYS SECTION".

This used to be a section where a lot of information on
sharks and rays was kept.

Behind the statue is a secret staircase that leads to the
lower level of the archives but the players will have to
solve the upper floor puzzle in order to reveal the
staircase.

Room D7
This room is basically just a hallway and it is filled with a
lot of trash and sea water. most of the items in here are
ones that were brought in by the flood and are of no value.

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D8 and D9
These two rooms were used by people that worked at the
Drowned Archives. Both of the rooms contain a half-
destroyed, and now very wet from the seawater, bed as
well as some tossed clothing such as robes.

In Room D9 below the bed frame is a book that is titled
"The Lizard's Tale".

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D10
Just like in Room D5 and D10, there is a plaque above a
half-destroyed statue at the northeastern side of the room
that reads "SQUID & OCTOPUSES SECTION". This
particular statue seems to be holding a book that is titled
"The Ink and the Tentacle".

This used to be a section where a lot of information on
squids and ocotpuses was kept.

Behind the statue is a secret staircase that leads to the
lower level of the archives but the players will have to
solve the upper floor puzzle in order to reveal the
staircase.

Room D11
This room used to be an extra section of the archives but
is now half destroyed and there is no statue or plaque. If
someone looks through the rubble at the southern side of
the room, they will see a book on the ground titled "The
Dangerous Fin".

There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D12
This room used to be connected to Room D11 before the
northern side collapsed. There is a staue at the eastern side
of it with a plaque above it that reads "GENERAL FISH
SECTION".

There is nothing else of interest in the room.
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Hint: In order to make this easier for the players, you
could have them transported to the mindscape one more
time in order to have the aboleth explain what they need
to happen. You could disguise this hint as the aboleth
remembering what the prison is on the outside.

You may place the following monsters as separate
patrolling guards around the labyrinthe:
• x3Nalar Berserker

• x1Nalar Siren

Act 3: The Voice is in my Head
Room D18
Read the following when the players enter the room:
➤ ''Encounter!'' Combat immediately starts. The players

will have to face the x2 Nalar Blade Dancers. This is a
very difficult encounter for a party of x4 level 10
adventurers. One way that the players can make this easier
for themselves is by smashing the x4 crystals around the
room while fighting the Blade Dancers so that the aboleth
can aid them in combat.

It is up to the GM's discretion if the aboleth will stay and
fight its captors alongside the adventurers or if it will flee
right away.

Act 2: A Labyrinthine Prison
Room D15
This room is where the players arrive to if they take either
of the two staircases behind the statues after the puzzle is
solved.

➤ ''Encounter!'' There are some Nalar guards in this
room guarding the main hallway, preventing anyone from
going further into the lower part of the archives. There
are x3 Nalar Berserkers and x1 Sea Couatl. The Sea
Couatl is tamed by the Nalar and therefore obeys them.

On the western and eastern side of the room are two
levers. Those two levers, when used at the same time,
allow the pumps to open up and let water flow inside once
again. This will be important later on when the players are
trying to escape the archives.

Once defeated, the players will be transported once again
by the aboleth for the 2nd Mindscape Sequence.

2nd Mindscape Sequence
The aboleth (in the form of the woman once again) will
explain to the players that she is now sure who her captors
are. She will refer to the Nalar as a savage and vile race of
monsters who respect nothing and destroy all they see.
She will say that they are the ones responsible for the
destruction of the once great Drowned Archives building.

Those are of course all lies since the Nalar respect
knowledge and would have never caused such destruction
to a place like the Drowned Archives.

Room D16
Once the players have progressed, they will come across a
roomwith a pit full of water in the middle. This used to be
a room that had an ascending platform but the mechanism
has broken and the place is now filled with water. In the
past, those that worked in the archives would use the
platform to access the bottom section of the room which
would hold all sorts of various tools.

➤ ''Encounter!'' In the water are x2 Nalar Berserkers

and on the other side of the pit x1Nalar Siren.

Once defeated, the adventurers can move onwards to the
next room. There is nothing else of interest in the room.

Room D17
This room is basically a maze and the players will have to
activate x4 moon symbols in order to unlock the magical
barrier that is blocking access to the final Room D18.

The only way to active the moon symbols is by standing
on the moon sign while standing at the corresponding
activation circle at the same time. The numbers on the
map showcase how each moon symbol pairs with an
activation circle.

12



Epilogue
As soon as combat in the final room ends, the players will
notice that the room is being flooded with with sea water
that is coming from the walls. As they try to escape the
lower level, they will notice that the entire place is
flooding. This is because the Nalar have activated the
pumps in an attempt to drown the adventurers.

The players have 20 rounds of combat / 2 minutes

before the lower level of the archives is completely
flooded.

They have another 20 rounds of combat / 2 minutes

before the upper level of the archives is completely
flooded too.

It is up to the GM's discretion to add Nalar guards to slow
down the players' escape. You could place the following in
the areas listed below:
x2Nalar Berserkers at Room D16

x1Nalar Siren and x1 Nalar Berserker atRoom D15

x2Nalar Berserkers and x1 Sea Couatl at Room D6

x2Nalar Berserkers and x1 Sea Couatl at Room D10

x1Nalar Blade Dancer at Room D1

The "UPHOLD THE SILENCE" alert system will be
deactivated during the adventurers' escape.

When the adventurers make it outside of the Drowned
Archives, they will face against one finalNalar Sirenwho
will try to flee if she drops below half her HP.

Once all threats are defeated, the players experience the
3rd and Final Dreamscape Sequence.

3rd Dreamscape Sequence

The players will be transported one more time and now
instead of the woman, they will see the aboleth in front of
them. The aboleth will thank them for saving it from its
cruel captors and will say that although it does not
promise anything, it may be able to help the adventurers
some time in the future should their paths align once
more.
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Appendix: Stat Blocks
Here you will find all of the stat blocks for all the NPCs
and monsters involved in the adventure.
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14. Reformation: If any provision of this License is held to be unenforceable, such provision
shall be reformed only to the extent necessary to make it enforceable.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE Open Game License v 1.0a Copyright 2000, Wizards of the Coast, LLC.
System Reference Document 5.0 Copyright 2016, Wizards of the Coast, Inc.; Authors Mike
Mearls, Jeremy Crawford, Chris Perkins, Rodney Thompson, Peter Lee, James Wyatt, Robert J.
Schwalb, Bruce R. Cordell, Chris Sims, and Steve Townshend, based on original material by
E.Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson. Kraken Beach Scavengers: Copyright 2020, Hamrick Brands,
LLC

END OF LICENSE
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Afterword
Thank you for taking the time to
download, read and maybe even play
this module. Every story I write, every
character I create, every comment
you leave on my posts, every piece
of feedback I receive, everything is
motivating me to write more. I am
loving every moment I put into this
and I have all of you to thank for this.
Thank you for your support.

I would like to thank all of the
creators involved in this work for
allowing us to use their work to bring
this adventure to life.


