The Shadowban
August 2022

This was made to be helpful for high trust accounts—fairly big ones with around 10k+ followers—but maybe small accounts can look into it as well as they’re way more likely to get it.

Shadowban. A vague term, but it usually refers to a sketchy thing twitter does to incapacitate the growth of a twitter account without the user’s knowing.
You can verify it through Shadowban checkers on google. But you can also do it manually like I do. There are different levels of the ban, each with increasing intensity.

First Signs
This is a fairly new one, and is not verifiable through the Shadowban check online. This one affects a singular post.
The first signs of a shadowban can be indicated by a sudden drop of engagement. As a professional, I have already some sort of handle on which posts would go well and which wouldn’t. There are times when I notice a good post would have a sudden drop in engagement. One hour or half an hour in, the rate of likes and retweets would drop almost instantly. Of course, if you wouldn’t check it from the outside, you’ll never know. I have a different account solely for that purpose.
How I verify the ban is by going to the search results of my username. Usually, my most recent posts would show. But a deboosted post would not. I am unsure with the degree to which the post is suppressed, but it’s fairly significant. At this level, the post will no longer be able to trend, as such to spread to accounts barely affiliated with you (eg. Under the “based on your likes” tag or topics that you follow.) 
I can only assume that this happens when reports on your post reach a certain number or ratio. It is most likely that a bot automatically places the ban without care for the legitimacy of the reports.

	First Signs (Before April 2022)
Before April, this was verifiable through other means. Along with being invisible from the search results, the quote retweets will not show when clicked. You can still see it from the notifications, but when you visit the QRT, the original post would not show under it. This was more easily identified from both the user’s end and the outside. Thus, it was replaced as twitter made update. (Update: very recently, it has made a return)


Search Suggestion and Search Results Ban
	These two often go together but not always. This one’s just like the previous ban discussed, but it affects your whole profile instead of a singular post. Your account will not show up when searched for by another account. Interestingly enough, if you browse twitter while logged out on the web browser, it will show up as if there’s no ban. Although that’s useless.
	My data is insufficient at this point. But it seems as if engagement is worse than the previous. Put into account that unlike the first ban where your post still has some time to trend, on this one you’ll have no chance to begin with. You can only reach who’s already following you, and maybe possibly some people who see your posts from a few retweets.
	My interviews from accounts and data from threads suggests a way to mitigate this is by not touching your twitter for 4 days. And the ban will magically be lifted. Although this varies, some go for a week, and even months. But ah, that’s life.
	I am at this level by the way. Also check twitter user @uodenim. He got lifted using the four day rule a few months ago, but it seems the ban has returned.

Ghost Ban
	I believe this is the worst one. It seems at this point, the only way to get engagement is through accounts who put you on notify. And that’s it. I’ve seen @Sakimichanart under this ban and another cosplayer from before whose name I can’t remember. God it’s awful.

Reply Deboosting
This one’s very common. You see people under the Show Hidden Replies? That’s mostly them although not always.

Conclusion
	Care. Observe. Question everything. This is how I came to notice schemes happening behind the scenes. From what I see, the shadowban results heavily on twitter’s report system instead of an actual twitter personnel checking on individual users. As soon as you receive a certain number of reports in contrary to positive and null engagement, you automatically get marked.
	Mitigation, once lifted, means one thing, controlling what you post. It would be up to you to soften your content to the likings of the algorithm. But bear in mind that this part of the algorithm does not represent real people. Will changing what you post actually satisfy you and your target audience?

April 2022 – The Twitter Anomaly
	I use SocialBlade to monitor my account’s progress. It’s a fun little site where you can monitor your engagement. Aside from singular posts performance, the follower count is the closest metric that indicates page growth. 
During the time when Elon Musk was about to buy Twitter which was on April this e, there was a sudden MASSIVE spike of gained following for a lot of accounts. Check the said site for active artists @cutesexyrobutts, @SakimichanA, and also mine. But if that’s not convincing enough, you can check users @ElonMusk, @JoeRogan, and various other American celebrities. The spike of followers was honestly not believable, but it happened. At that time as well, various other accounts banned in the past started getting approved for unbanning.
It’s all doctrine from here but the point is, something big happened. It’s as if the gates of communication previously blocked by the algorithm. Causing this big wave of people coming in getting to see posts and users they can’t see before. The twitter that I saw was very much alive. That went on for around two months, then it closed right away.
	It was fun while it lasted. But now, the algorithm seems more festy than before all this.


The Not So Sketchy Bans

	Sensitive Content Ban
In this case, twitter hides a singular post for sensitive content under a warning for users who have the sensitive filter on. It does more harm than the first ban mentioned, but I assume it’s because of the extra steps you need to see the post. I’m not sure if this is automated or has an actual person behind it. All I can say is that it affects all my panty shots.
Still a form of shadowban since the user can’t see it from his side of twitter.

	Sensitive Content Permanent Ban
If majority of your posts are very risky, this marks the user’s profile as an Adult Only page. It automatically grants the user a search suggestion and search ban. Although unlike the previous bans, the user is given a warning by twitter.


And that’s all folks! For now! Goodluck with the algorithm!

