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Swift Guitar Lessons 
“GIVE ME ONE REASON” BY TRACY CHAPMAN 
Standard Tuning | Key of F# | 100bpm | Released April 1988 | Elektra 

Intro: Apply measures 1 & 2 to verse sections 
                   F#maj                         Bmaj    C#maj          F#maj                F#maj 
e|-------|------------------|--------------|----------------|----------2-----| 
B|-------|-----------2------|----4---6-----|----------2-----|----------2-----| 
G|-------|-----3-----3-3----|----4-----6---|----3-----3-3---|----3-----3-3---| 
D|-------|-----4-------4----|----------6---|----4-------4---|----4-------4---| 
A|-------|----------------0-|-2----4-------|----------------|--------------0-| 
E|-0-0-0-|-2------2---------|------------0-|-2-----2------0-|-2-----2--------| 
 
    Bmaj           Bmaj     C#maj           F#maj                F#maj 
e|----------------|----------------|----------------|----------------| 
B|----4-----4-----|----4----6------|----------2-----|---------2------| 
G|----4-----4-4---|----4------6----|----3-----3-3---|----3----3-3----| 
D|------------4---|-----------6----|----4-------4---|----4------4----| 
A|-2-----2------0-|-2-----4--------|----------------|--------------0-| 
E|----------------|--------------0-|-2-----2------0-|-2-----2--------| 
 
    C#maj        Bmaj                   F#maj         F#maj 
e|---------------|-----------------|-----------------|----------------| 
B|----6---6------|----4-----4------|----------2------|----------2-----| 
G|----6---6-6----|----4-----4-4----|----3-----3-3----|----3-----3-3---| 
D|----------6----|------------4----|----4-------4----|----4-------4---| 
A|-4----4------0-|-2------2--------|-----------------|----------------| 
E|---------------|---------------0-|-2-----2-------0-|-2-----2------0-| 

Chorus 1: Apply Intro Techniques 
F#                                                B           C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
 B                                                              C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
          C# 
 Said I don't want to leave you lonely… 
 B                                                      F# 
 You’ve got to make me change my mind... 

Verse 1: 
F#                                  B        C#                              F# 
Baby I got your number, and I know that you've got mine 
B                                            C#                      F# 
You know that I called you, I called too many times 
             C#           B                                       F# 
You can call me baby, you can call me anytime, you got to call me… 

https://youtu.be/eTHuS_2b-zk
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Chorus 2: 
F#                                                B           C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
 B                                                              C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
          C# 
 Said I don't want to leave you lonely… 
 B                                                      F# 
 You’ve got to make me change my mind... 

Verse 2: 
           F#                B        C#         F# 
I don't want no one to squeeze me, they might take away my life 
           B                                                              C#                  F# 
I don't want no-one to squeeze me, they might take away my life 
        C#                           B                         F# 
I just want someone to hold me and rock me through the night 
 
Guitar Solo: Performed Over Verse Chords - See pg.3 

Verse 3: 
        F#          B         C#      F# 
This youthful heart can love you, yes and give you what you need 
        B                                                  C#                          F# 
 This youthful heart can love you, and give you what you need 
             C#                                             B                     F# 
 But I'm too old to go chasing you around, wasting my precious energy 

Chorus 3: 
F#                                                B           C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
 B                                                              C#                     F# 
 Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around... 
          C# 
 Said I don't want to leave you lonely… 
 B                                                      F# 
 You’ve got to make me change my mind... 

https://youtu.be/eTHuS_2b-zk
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Verse 4: 
F#                                   B                   C#                     F# 
Baby just give me one reason, oh, give me just one reason why 
B                                             B                   C#                     F# 
Baby just give me one reason, oh, give me just one reason why (I should stay) 
         C#                 B  Stop 
Said I told you that I love you and there ain't no more to say 

Outro Riff: 
     F#           F#7 
e|-------------------------2-| 
B|-------------------------2-| 
G|-------------------------3-| 
D|-------------------------2-| 
A|-.---(2)/4-0-2-0---------4-| 
E|-2---------------2-0-2---2-| 

 

Guitar Solo Tab: Divided by individual phrases, rather than measures.  
    1                 F#         2              B                   F# 
e|------.-----5b\---|---7b~b----7p5--5-7-7--5------5b\-| 
B|----5-7--7v-------|--------------7----------7v--7----| 
G|-/6---------------|----------------------------8-----| 
D|------------------|----------------------------------| 
A|------------------|----------------------------------| 
E|------------------|----------------------------------| 

   3                  B                              4            C#              F# 
e|-------.-9b(11)-9-.----------|----7-9-------------------------| 
B|---7--.7----------9b-9-7v~---|-10b---9b-r9p7---7----------10b\| 
G|-8----8------------------(8)-|--------------8---(9)/11--8-----| 
D|-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 
A|-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 
E|-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

   5  F#             6 C#          B    7                           F# 
e|-9----11--12------|-12-------12--------.----------|------12-----------------| 
B|-10b--12--12b~b~--|---12b(14)--r12--10-12b--10h12-|-10-12---r12-10-12-10b-7-| 
G|------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------| 
D|------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------| 
A|------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------| 
E|------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------| 

   8  
e|-----------------| 
B|-7\5-------------| 
G|----6-4-2b-------| 
D|----------4V~~~--| 
A|-----------------| 
E|-----------------| 




